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it be allowed to use its corporate name for two 
years longer in settling up its affairs. 
That no other bank be established by Congress 
during the existence of the charter. 
And providing that it shall not be deemed an in- 
fringement of the privileges granted by the charter, 
if Congress shall order the said corporation to place 
offices of discount and deposite wherever the same 
may be necessary for the collection, safe-keeping, 
and disbursement or the public revenue. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
T. EWING, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


On motion by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, the re- 
port and accompanying bill were referred to the 
Select Committee on the subject, and 1,500 addi- 
tional copies ordered to be printed. 

The bill to distribute the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands among the several States, was 
read a second time and referred to the Commitiee 
on the Pablic Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to revive and 
continue in force until the 4th of July, 1843, the 
charters of the banks of the District. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a 
Chaplain; and 

The Rev. Septimus Tostin was elected. 

The Senate then adjcurned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Sarurpay, June 12, 1841. 

The following gentlemen compose the Commit- 
teee on the Library, viz: Messrs. Clayton, Pres- 
Ton, and T'appan, of the Senate, and Messrs. ‘Tit- 
LINGHaST, AycriaG, and SumTeEr. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama introtuced his 
colleague Wm. W. Payne, who was duly qualified 
and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, the further conside- 
ration of the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the House had adopted the reso!ution ap- 
pointing a committee to report rules for the Go- 
vernment of the House, and adopting, until such 
report be made, the rules and orders, except the 
Qlst of the last House, was postponed until Mon- 
day next, in consequence of the continued indispo- 
sition of Mr. Wise. 


REPEAL OF THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY LAW. 

Mr. GRAHAM, in pursuance of notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill to repeal an 
act entitled “‘An act to providefor the safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement of the public reve- 
nue”—known as the Independent Treasury Law. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. GRAHAM moved a suspension of the rules 
prescribing the cider of business. 


Mr. PICKENS said that a bill had been sent 
from the Senate to the House on the same subject, 
and with the same title. He saw no reason for 
bringing it forward at this time, while there was 
already a similar bill upon the Srzaxer’s table. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 56, nays 132. 

Mr. SERGHANT asked the House to consider 
the following resolution, offered by him on yester- 
day, viz: 

Resolved, That the action of the several standing 
committees of this House, except the Committee of 
Elections, of Mileage, and Accounts, and of Ways 
and Means, on ali matters not embraced by the 
message of the President of the United States to 
the two Houses of Congress, communicated on 
the second day of the present session, be suspend- 
ed until the commencement of the annual session 
in December next, except it be to consider the sub- 
ject of a uniform bankrupt law as far as may be 
thought fit; and that the consideration of all peti- 
lions relating to otfier matters than those embraced 
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in the message, except as betore excepted, be also 
postponed to the period above specified. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. SERGEANT moved a suspension of the 
rules; which motion was seconded; whereupon 

Mr. JOHNSON ot Tennessee asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 122, nays 89; not two-thirds, 

So the rules were not suspended. 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS. 

The Sta‘es were then calied for petitions. They 
were presented by 

Messrs. CLIFFORD, FESSENDEN, RAN- 
DALL, and LOWELL, of Maine. 

[Mr. Lowe. presented the petition of Manly 
B. Townsend and 119 other citizens of Calais, 
Maine, praying Congress to enact a general bank- 
rupt law; also, the petition of Spencer Tinkham 
and 36 others of the same place, for the same ob- 
ject; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary; also, the petition of Henry Dorr ot Pe- 
nobscot, Maine, praying for a pension for services 
performed during the Revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

{[Mr. Lowett also gave notice that, on Monday 
next, or as soon as it would be in order to do so, he 
would ask leave to introduce a biil “to provide for 
the payment of the claim of the State of Maine, for 
services of her militia, in defending the Northeast- 
ern frontier of the United States in the year 1839.] 

Messrs. BURKE and EASTMAN, of New 
Hampshire. 

(Mr. Ea:tmaw presented the following petitions: 
Of John V. Barron, for compensation for loss of 
property during last war; of Joseph H. Kelley, 
for remuneration in consequence of false arrest on 
United States process; of Susan Hillyar¢, for pen- 
sion money dse her late husband; of Betsey Con- 
nor, for services rendered the United States as hos- 
pital nurse. ] 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 
Mr. BRIGGS of Massachusetts presented a peti- 
tion praying fora genera! bankrupt law. Mr. B. 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, with instructions to inqsire into the ex- 
pediency of reporting a general bankrupt law at the 
resent session of Congress. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved to lay the petition, with 
the instructions, on the table, and thereupon called 
for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, but he 
subsequently withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ATHERTON demanded a division of the 

question. 

The question was then taken on the first branch, 

viz: on referring the petition to the Judiciary Com- 

mittee, and it was agreed to. 

The question then being put on the szcond 

branch, viz: on instructing the Committee to ccnsi- 

der the expediency of reporting a bill, it was aso 

decided in the affirmative, yeas 93. ayes 89. 
ABOLITON OF SLAVERY. 

Mr. MATTOCKS presented a petition asking 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and in the Territory of Florida, and moved 
that it be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD raised a question of recep- 
tion. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the question of re- 
ception do lie upon the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, moved that 
the House adjourn; and the question being taken, 
resulted—yeas 84, nays 108. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. BOTTS asked and obtained leave to have a 


resolution read for information, viz: that a select | 


committee be appointed by the Speaker, one from 
each of the non slaveholding S:ates, to take into 
consideration all petitions praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, and in the 
Territories, and the suppression of the slave trade 


between the States, with instructions to-report at | 


the next session of Congress. 
Mr. GILMER moved that the House adjourn; 
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but the motion was negatived—yeas 94, nays 117, 

The questicn now recurred on laying the ques- 
tion of reception on the table. 

M,. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ANDREWS asked if it was in order to read 
the petition. 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr. COLES then rose to a question of order. 

Mr. WINTHROP asked what the petition was. 

The SPEAKER remarked that it would be read, 
if there was no objection. 

Objections were made from various portions of 
the hall. 

Mr. BRIGGS said that under the parliamentary 
law, a member had aright to ask for the reading. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that 
the House was not acting under the parliamentary 
law, and called the attention of the House to the 
ooth rule, which reqnires that a brief statement 
shall be made verbally by the intreducer of a pe 
tition, memorial, or other paper. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
155, nays 25. 

So the question of reception was laid on the ta- 
ble. 

{[Mr. J. G. Firoyp presented the petition of 
Holley Guild 





for a  pemsion: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Aley 
the petition of William Lyon McKenzie, 
for remuneration for his expenses, incurred 
in attending court at different times by rea- 
son of the United States District Attorney 


not being prepared for trial: referred to the Com- 
mite on Forrign Affairs. Also, the petitions of 
72 cit zens of Deerfield, and 242 citizens of Utica, 
Oneida county, New York, praying the interposi- 
tion of the Government in behalf of American pri- 
scners now in the hands of thé British Government. } 

After the presentation of numerous memorials, 
the Select Commit'ee appointed to revise the rules, 
on leave, made a report. The report was accom- 
panied by re olutions proposing to confine the ac- 
tion of the [{ouse at the presznt session to the con- 
sideration of subjects specially referred to in the 
President’s message, except, in case Congress should 
think proper, that of a general bankrupt law. Also, 
that all petiions not relating to the above subjects, 
be laid on the table on their presentation,- and no 
action had thereon at the present session. 

Afier several points of order had been raised, (an 
account of which will be given hereafter,) the reso- 
lutions of the committee were agreed to—yeas 106, 
nays 60. 

After an unsuccessful motion to reconsider the 
vote, 

The House, at 6 p. m. adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 14, 1841. 

Mr. MOUTON appeared io his place in the Se- 
nate this morning. 

Mr. EVANS presented four memorials from ci- 
tizens of Maine, in favor of the charter of a Na- 
tional Bank. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ja- 
diciary, to which was referred a memorial praying 
for the increase of the salary of the judge of the 
district of Louisiana, made a report thereon, ad- 
mitting the propriety of granting the prayer of the 
memorial; but, in accordance with the general sen- 
timent of the body, the legislation should be con- 
fined to ceriain specified objects, they asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of New York in favor of the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT also presented a memorial from 
a portion of the members of the New York 
Chamber of Commerce, remonstrating against the 
charter of a United States Bank; which was re- 
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ferred to the Select Committee on the subject, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Michigan in favor of the passage 
of a bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DIXON asked that the resolution submitted 
by him some days since to go into the election of a 
Printer, might be taken up. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked that the resola- 
tion might be postponed until to-morrow; which 
Was agreed to. 

Mr. KER presented the mrmorial of citizens of 
Prinee Georges county, Marylan¢, praying for the 
recharter of the Farmers Bank of Alexandria: 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. KER also presented a memorial of Littleton 
Denis Teackle, proposing a plan of a national cur- 
rency; which he moved mizht be referred to the 
Select Committee on the subjec!, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. I hope it will not be 
printed. We have fifty projects of the kind, which 
have as much right to be printed as this. I oppose 
the printing. 

Mr. KER only expected the same consideration 
for this memorial which other similar ones had re- 
ceived, which had been ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY adverted to a memorial on this sub- 
ject presented a few days since, which the Senate 
had refused to print; and he persisted in his objec- 
tion, 

The memorial was not printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial of 
Citizens of Mississippi, praying the passage of a 
general bankrupt Jaw; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The following resolution submitted some days 
since by Mr. Benton was taken up: 

Reselved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to lay before the Senate a state- 
ment of the amounts of money received in each of 
the months of March, April, and May last, from cus- 
toms, lands, and other sources, especially, so far 
as the same can be ascertained or estimated from 
the current returns; also the amount expended in 
each of those months, stating separately the aggre- 
gate under the three several heads for civil, mili- 
tary, and naval expenditures; also, a copy of the 
last week!y report of the Treasurer of the United 
States, showing the amount of public money on 
hand, and the places in which the same are dcepo- 
sited. . 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky knew of no practical 
result to be accomplished by adopting the resvlu- 
tion, and moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked him to withdraw his 
motion for a moment. 

Mr. CLAY. I withdraw it. 

Mr. WOODBURY then offeredan amendment 
to the resolution, which being reac, 

Mr. CLAY said, I now renew my motion to lay 
the subject on the table. 

The motion was carriet—ayes 22, noes 19. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, Th2i the Committee on Public Lands, 
to which wes rcferreda_ bil! to distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the pudlic lands, be insiracted to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting to the Senate the 
following amendments to sid bill: 

1. To adopt a permanent prospective pre-emp- 
tion system. 

2. A reduction and graduation of the price of 
the public lands in favor of actual settlers and cul- 
tivators, 

3. A provision granting to each of the new 
States a quantity of the public lands within their 
limits equal to that heretofore granted to the State 
of Ohio for the purpose of internal improvements. 

4. A grant of the public lands now remaining 
unseld in the State of Ohio to said State, and a 
similar grant to each of ihe new States of the Jand 
that may remain unsold within their limits, when 
said States respectively shall have been States 
of the Union for as longa period of the State of 
Ohio has been. 

>. That the 2 per cent. fund in such of the 


'| tractors in the 
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Siates where it isanappropriated be placed at the 
pisposal of said States respectively. 

6. That that the distribution shall cease when- 
everthe duties upon any import shall be raised 
above 20 per cent. or the provision of the compro- 
mise act of March 1833, shall be violated in any 
manner whatever. 

Mr. W. asked its consideration at this time. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky asked if it was a reso- 
lution of inquiry? 

Mr. WALKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. CLAY. Ihave no objection. 

The resolution was accordingly agreed to. 

The resolution submitted some, days since by 
Mr. Cray of Kentucky, to print 1500 copies of the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, was then 
taken up. 

Mr. CLAY said that it had been postponed at 
the instance of the Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. WOODBURY expressed his willingness 
that the resolution should be acted upon this 
morning. 

Mr. CLAY said the resolution had laid so long, 
he feared it was overlaid. His only motive to 
have it acted on, would be to hear a speech from 


| the honorable Senator, and as he feared that might 
_ interweave itself with the special order to be 
' called up presently, he thought the resolution had 
| better lie over. 


The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. Woopzury, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate if any applica- 
tion has been made officially to him, or the State or 
Treasury Department, by the holders of State 


| Stocks, or others on their account, respecting the 
| payment or assumption of them, and to furnish 
| copies of avy correspondence which has taken 


plece in relation to those subjects. 

Mr. SEVIER asked that the resolution sub- 
mitted by him on Saturday last, might be taken up. 

Tie CHAIR informed him that it had not yet 
been received from the printer. 

Mr. SEVIER said it was a pretty long resolu- 
tion, and hesupposed they had not had time to 
print it. He asked that it might be read from the 
Journal, which was done. The resolution was iu 
the following words: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 


| to furnish the Senate with the names of all the con- 


Southwest, who have received 
enormous profits under Indian annuities, invoiving 
the disbursement of large sums of money for the 
emigration and subsistence of Indians, as referred 
to by him in his communication to the Presi- 
dent on the 3ist May, 1841, and which profits 
were effected by bribing some of the suabordi- 
nate instrnments in the public employment, (far- 
nishing the names of those instruments,) or through 
the mismanagement of higher public agents, (giv- 
ing the names of th sz agen's,) who can only screen 
themselves from suspicion of a connivance in 
the frauds by <ubmitiing to the impu‘ation of gross 


| negh gence, of ignorance, or incapacity in th per- 


for vance of their duty; and that he farnish to the 
Senate the names of all the parties referred t, 
whether agents of high or subordinate grade, 
bribed instruments or contractors, and the testimo- 
ny upon which his communication is predicated. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Is that a resolution 
of inquiry ? 

Mr. SEVIER said it was a resolution calling 
for information upon a subject alluded to by the 
Secretary of War in his recent report to Cengress. 

Mr. MOREHEAD sugges'ed the propriety of 
laying over the resolution till next session of Con- 
gress, with a view of allowing time for the investi- 
gations now in progress. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had prefaced the resolu- 
tions on its introduction, by referring to that part of 
the S-cretary of War’s report which had met the 
eye of Captain Stevenson, and induced him to ad- 
dress to him the letter which he had caused to be 
read to the Senate on Saturday, and which now 
was in his possession. That letter stated that Capt. 
Stevenson, who had been connected with the agency 
for the removal of the Indians in the Southwest, 
from the beginning of that removalto the year 1839, 








conceiving the remarks of the Secretary of War 
might be applied to him, wished an inquiry should 
be made whether or not he was one of those agents 
or contractors aliludedto. There isa circumstance 
which gives this charge the appearance of being 
referred to Captain Stevenson. The other agent, 
Captain Armsirong, was still in office, which 
showed that the Secretary of War retained confi- 
dence in him. This causes the imputations to fa|| 
direc'ly on Captain Stevenson, in the opinion of 
those who know the relative positions of the 
agents, and have read the report of the Seere. 
tary of War. He (Mr. Sevier) asked in the 
most public manner to obtain the testimony on 
which these charges had been made against the 
agentsand contractors of the Southwest, and for 
the names of those charged with corruption. He 
did not know whether such things did or did not 
exist, but he maintained his right to call for infor- 
mation on the subject. If there is an investigation 
going on, let it not be a star chamber investiga- 
tion. If inquiries of this nature are to be con- 
ducted in secret, without meeting those accused 
face to face, the liberties of this country are gone. 
It is well known that charges are often brought 
against public contractors, which, on investigation, 
are found to be groundless; and although injury 
has been done in making them public, they cannot 
be maintained. He called for those charges, 
He was ready to go as far as any one in 
bringing to justice those who might be found 
justly subject to them. He would ask for 
another thing. There were in Arkansas some 
Seminole Indians, living on the support cffered 
them by ihe United States. He wanted to 
know why the usual mode of subsisting those 
Indians hai not beenadopted. He wished toknow 
how the Secretary of War has provided for the 
subsistance of those Indians—what course he hes 
taken to avoid the same abuses which have given 
rise tosuch charges as he has made against the 
contractors and agents, in his report. He wished 
to know how he avoids these evils in this instance. 
The object of his resolution wasto call upon the 
Secretary of War to furnish the particulars of the 
charges he had madeand the names of those who 
supported them. He had ne disposition to embar- 
rass the Secretary of War in the investigation 
he was carrying on; but he held it to be 
a matter of right for any American citizen, when 
assailed by name or by implication in any public 
document, to ask for explanation and demand not 
only ‘he full charges against him but the name of 
his accuser. He hoped on this ground he should 


| meet the support of the Senator from Kentucky, 


[Mr. Moreneap] He asked him for his support 


_ with no other view than that of obtaining informa- 
| tion which he conceived in this case was called for 
| on every principle of justice. 


Mr. MOREHEAD reiterated his opinion that 


| the proper course would be to lay over the resolu- 


tion till the next session of Congress. He there- 


| fore moved to lay the resolution on the table. 


Mr. PRESTCN called for the yeas and nays. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and resulred—Yeas 24, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay cf Alabama Falton, 
King, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—22. 

And so the resolution was laid on the table. 

CASE OF McLEOD. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer so much of the President’s message 
as relates to foreign affairs to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. PRESTON, who was entitled to the floor, 
replied at much length to the argument of Mr. Bu- 
CHANAN. 

Mr. BENTON followed in a Speech of about an 
hour, reviewing the course of the Secretary of 
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State, and animadverting with much severity upon 
the instructions given to Mr. Crittenden. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had never asked the 
Senate to adjourn asa favor, nor had he ever re- 
fused it to any Senator who had desired it; but his 
remarks of Thursday last had been honored with 
a reply from jour distinguisked Senators of the 
body, and he felt bound to make some answer. 
If the Senate would do him the favor to adjourn, 
he pledged himself he would not occupy more than 
an hour of their time tc-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. 
have no objection. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


Oh, certainly. I 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownnay, June 14, 1841. 

The question before the House was the motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the House had 
adopted the resolution appointing a committee to 
report rules for the government of the House, and 
adopting, uati! such report be made, the rules and 
orders, except the 21st, of the last House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina proposed 
to oiler a resolution relating to the daily hour of 
meeting. 

Mr. WISE, who was entitled to the floor, said 
he would yield it, if the resolution could be adopted 
without debate. With that understanding, he 
would give way; but, 

Debate being likely to arise— 

Mr. WISE said the best way to dispose of bu- 
siness was to proceed in regular order, and that he 
would endeavor to inflict on the House no more 
matter than was absolutely necessary toa full un- 
derstanding and a fair discussioa of the question. 
He recapitulated his argument on a previous occa- 
sion, and defined the two classes or relations of 
slavery to be, 1 The domestic institution of 
slavery, Which the framers of the Constiiution of 
the United Siates found in existence, organized in 
diferent forms; 2. The Federal relation of 
the institution of slavery which the framers 
of the Constitution did not find, but created. 
He took these distinclions to show, under the 
Constitutional history, what relation the Federal 
Government may and may not touch; and, after 
illustrating his views, went oa to trace the opera- 
tions of the Abolitionists to endanger these rela- 
tions, State and Federal. 

Mr. W. next examined the composition of seve- 
ral of the most imporiant standing committees of 
the House, in connection with the subject of Abo- 
lition. The Committee of Claims was compused 
of a majority of members from the non-slavehold- 
ing States, of which Mr Guippinas of Ohio was the 
chairman. Mr. Wise asked him if the committee 
would allow a claim for a slave killed in the Fio- 
rida war? 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that they weuld exactly 
follow the precedent in such cases. 

Mr. WISE. The precedent is, never to allow. 
It was the first time Mr. W. bad ever seen an Abc- 
litionist non-commitial. There was the Pust O.- 
fice Commitiee, too, six out of the nine from nor- 
Slaveholding S ates, at the head of which was the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Baicas] who 
thinks that Congress has the power to abolish sla 
very in.the District of Columbia. The Committee 
on the Judiciary was composed of a majority from 
non-slaveholding States—five out of the nine. There 
was @ more important committee still—that on 
Foreign Relations—seven, out of the nine, from 
the non-slaveholding States. Mr. W. asked the 
chairman (Mr. Cusnine] whether he would recog- 
nise the independence ot Hayt. He did not know 
the sentiments of his friend, but presumed he would 
go with Mr. Apams to recognise our black sister 


Republic. Tne genileman was silent—silerce 
gives consent. 
Mr. CUSHING arose. His friend from Virgi- 


nia compelled him to say that— 

Tne SPEAKER here interposed, and said that 
if every man’s individaal opinion was to be “asked, 
there would be no end to the debate. 

Mr. WISE did not iatend to do mischief by ask- 
ing the question. If the independence of Hayti 
was to be recognised, he would have no objection 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts being sent 
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as Minister to that country, bat he would not like 


to see Quashi Pompey sent here. 
was a matter of taste. 

Mr. W. read from history. to show how the in- 
habitants of the Eastern States, in former days, 
treated the negroes. They even enslaved the abo- 
rigines of the soil, and sold them into the West In- 
dies. It was now meet for Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island to perform some act of penance be- 
fore God for wrongs done to Guinea and the In- 
dians. é 

Mr. W. referred tothe course of some of his friends, 
who voted for the exclusion of the lst rule, so 
thatthe memerials of the Abolitionists might be 
received—thinking that such procedure would al- 
lay excitement. ‘ He said that petitions on that 
subject had been received for more than forty 
years, and that James Madison, the father of the 
Constitution, once made a report upon the sub- 
ject, but the agitation did not cease, as was shown 
subsequently in the case of tue insurrection in 
Northampton, &c. 


No, said Mr. W. the evil can never be reme- 
died, as my cvulleagues suppose, by receiving the 
petitions, or it would have been done before this. 
I have heard of the curing of the bite of a mad dog 
by applying the hair of the dog to the wound; but I 
never before heard of curing agitation by agita- 
tion. 


Mr. Wise then cited a great’ number of cases 
from the journal, to show that the Abolition mem- 
bers in the House were not, and never had been, 
content with the reception of petitions. Resolutions 
had, on various occasions, been offered, admitting 
the right of reception, but yet motions to lay such 
petitions on the table after their reception, had been 
invariably opposed. Thus it appeare! that the 
gentleman from Massachusetis and others, notwith 
standing a'l their professions, showed by their 
actions that they waaied something more than the 
right of petition. 

Afier referring at some length to the circum- 
stances under which resolutions in relation to 
Abolitionism had been brought in from time to 
time, and voted down, Mr. W. said: ‘‘And thus, 
with all these facts before us, we are told, ‘ihere 
are not six Abolitionists in the House.’ ” 

As a further proof that the Abolitionists wanted 
more than the mere right of petition, Mr. Wise 
read from the journal to show that, during the last 
ex'ra sestion, a great number of petitions were 
presented from Vermont, asking the repeal of Mr. 
Pinckney’s resolutions. This he mentioned be- 
cause it had been asseried that during that extra 
session no petitions were received from Vermont. 

Mr. Wise then gave a history of the origin of 
the resolutions of Mr. Patton, the “Atherton resc- 
lutions,” and of the 21st rule, with the votes by 
which they were severally adopted. He also re 
lated one instance, and the only instance, where 
Mr. Apams, the Bonaparte of Abolition, had bowed 
to the latter ru'e. It was on the 34 of Marc} last, 
when the gen'leman presented a buadie ce ns.sting 
of five hundred and elcven petitions, requesting that 
they might be examined by the Speaker, and that 
those which wrre found to come within the rule 
might be returned to him. The request was ac- 
ceded to, and of the five bundred and eleven, there 
were three hundred and fi'ty-three bad, and only a 
hundred and fifty-cight good petitions. The b:d 
ones were returned, and the good ones severally 
referred. It must (said Mr. Wise) have been a 
tremendcus task to separate the chaff from the 
wheat, and I dare say my colleague (Mr. Hunter} 
has the headache at the theughtof it. 

In the ec urse of his remarks, Mr. Wise referred 
to an instance when Mr. Apams had presented a 
petition from Rachael Steers, ‘an old Virginia 
hag,” and eight other women slaves of Fredericks 
barg, touching, not the abolishment of slavery, 
but the abolishment of the venerable gentleman 
himself. After reading the resolution offered in 
relation to that matier by Mr. Wappy Txompson, 
he (Mr. W.) said he was astonished that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts coald now face him in 
the House; more especially after the gentleman bad 
made an apology for his conduct on that occasion. 

Mr. ADAMS. I made no apology. 


However, it 
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Mr. WISE. Yes; but the gentleman did make 
an apology. Indeed, it was more than an spoloey. 

Mr. ADAMS. Well then, if it was more than 
an apology, it was not an apology. 

Mr. WISE then gave the result of a recolution 
finally offered on that occasion, and, alter review- 
ing the whole matter, said iimade his soul burn 
through his ribs to think of it. 

Mr. WISE then appealed to his friends of the 
South on the imperative necessity of resisting to 
the utmost every attempt at imnovation on their 
rights. He referred to the career of Wilberforce 
oa the slave trade, and also to the Catholic Eman- 
Cipation act, to show the danger of a majority re- 
maining inactive, and only opposing a dead inertia, 
while a minority, however.sma!!, were consiantly 
exerting themselves, and. keeping up agitation, 
ycar afier year, beforethe public mind. In sucha 
state of things the minority were sure to gain theic 
point; as certainly as that the solid marble wou'd 
wear away by the constantruaning of the stream. 

At 6 o'clock, after speaking as many hours, Nv. 
Wise concludes, 

Messrs RAYNER and BOTTS simultaneous!y 
claimed the fluor, but the Caair awarded it to the 
latter. 

Mr. BOTTS then moved the previons question. 

Mr. STANLY moved a cail ot the House, whieh 
was ordered, and proceeded with until 204 mem- 
bers answered to their names. All further pro- 
ceedings were then dispensed with. 

The previous question was then seconded, put 
and carried, and the main question ordered to be put. 

And the main question being, “Shall! the vote 
be reconsidered?” was then taker, aad dec ied 
in the affirmative, as follows: 

Yeas—Me:srs. Alford, Arrington, Atherton, 
Bank», Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Brown, Burke, Sampson HA. Butler, 
William Butler, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Chapman, C!ifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Wm. 
C. Dawson, John B. Dawson, Dean, Dimock, 
Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
J.G. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm. 0. Goode, 
Gordcn, Grabam, Gustine, Habersham, Harris, 
J. Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, William Cosi 
Johnson, C. Jobnson, J. W. Jones, Isaac D. 
Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Littlefield, 
Lowell, A. McClellan, R. McClellan, McKay, 
McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshall, 
Matthews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, 
Nisbet, Oiiver, Partridge, Payne, Plumer, Pope, 
Rayner, Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Rovoseveit, Saud- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, J. 
W. Williams, Wise, Wood—106 

NAYS —Me:srs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S.J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock.Baker, 
Barnard, Birdsbye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Boits, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, J. Brown, 
Burnell, Calhoun, Wiiliam B. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, John C. 
Clerk, Staley N. Ciarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Cuching, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. L. Foster, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Patric: 
G. Goode, Greig, Hali, William 8S. Hastingr, 
Heary, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, 
Wm. W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lawrence, Thomas F. Marshall, 8S. Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Pendieton, Powell, Ramsey, B. Randa!l, 
Rando!ph, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, Saltonstal!, 
Simonton, Siade, Smith, Stan\y, Stokeley, Stratton, 
Siaart, Summers, John B. Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Tram- 
ball, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, C. 
H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustas Young, 
J. Young—104. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

And the question recurring on the adoption ef 
the resolution, providing that the rules of the last 
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House be adopted as the rules of this House tem- 
porarily, and that a commitiee be appointed 
thereon— 

Mr. RAYNER offered the following as a sub- 
stitute for the said resolation: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last Houre of Representatives be adop'ed as the 
rales and orders of this House for the 27ih Con- 
gress: Provided, That this House will not consider 
any subjects at the present session except such as 
are embraced in the President’s Message; and that 
all petitions and memorials on all other subjects, 
receivable under the rules and orders above men- 
tioned, shal! be laid on the table without reference 
or consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to know whether there 
were any rules now in existence? 

The SPEAKER said the rales reported by the 
committee and adopted by the House on Saturday 
were in existence. 

Mr. ADAMS. What, now the vote appointing 
hat committee has been reconsidered? 

Great confusion here prevailed, so that it was 
impossible to hear with distinctness. 

A motion was then made that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. RAYNER insisted that he was entitled to 
the floor; and, expressing his intention to address 
the House to morrow morning, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Chair if there was 
now any hour to which the House should adjourn. 

The SPEAKER replied that there was not. 

Mr. BOTTS rose for information. He had been 
summoned to attend a meeting of the Committee 
of Ways and Means to-morrow morning. He 
wished to inquire whether (under the vote just 
taken) that committee was now in existence? 

Mr. WISE cailed Mr. Borrs to order. 

Mr. STANLY called Mr. Wise to order. 

The SPEAKER (now replying to Mr. Borts) 
said that was not the question before the House. 
The question was on adjourning. 

Mr. RAYNER to the Spzaxer. Shalll be en- 
titled to the floor to morrow? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will be en- 
titled to the floor whenever the proposition 
comes up. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD proposed to amend the 
motion for adjourning by adding thereio “until 
to-morrow at 12 o’clock.” 

The SPEAKER said that there had beena se- 
parate resolution adopted by the House, distinet 
from the rales, fixing 12 o’clock as the daily hour 
of meeting until farther order. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON insisted on the ques- 
lion being taken on the adjournment. 

Messrs. WISE, J.C. CLARK, and MALLO- 
RY, severally rose to order. 

The yeas and nays were asked on the motion to 
adjourn, which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were yeas 136, nays 62. 

So the House at, 8 p. m. adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, June 15, 1841. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of citizens 
of Fountain county, Indiana, in favor of the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr, TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
citizens of New York in favor of the passage of a 
bankrupt law; which was referred to the Commii- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. T. also presented the petition of citizens of 
Duchess county, New York, in favor of the esta- 
blishment of a post route; which was laid on the 
table. 
- Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of citizens 
of New York in favor of the passage of a bank- 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

Mr. DIXON asked that the resolution submitted 
by him, some days since, in relation to the elec- 
ion of Printer, should be taken up; which was 
agreed to; and the resolution was réad as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Senate will on Thursday next 
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proceed to the election of Printer, the price to be 
paid to be the same as under the resolution of 1819, 
deducting 20 per cent. therefrom. 

Mr. DIXON then modified his resolution by sub- 


| stituting ‘‘now” for ‘ton Thursday next.” 


The resolution as modified having been read, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama remarked that, when the 
resolution for the election of a Printer to the Se- 
nate was first offered, he had intended to submit 
a proposition, by way of substitute or amendment. 
He then intended to have made an effort to restore 
the supremacy of the law, and to restore Messrs. 
Blair and Rives to their rights; both of which had, 
as he confidently believed, been violated by 
the action of the Senate, in its Executive ses- 
sion of March last. The faint hope of suc- 
eess which he then indulged, Mr. C. said, had 
since been entirely destroyed. The indications he 
had witnessed from the now dominant party, since 
he toek his seat at the present session, had left not 
the slightest ground to anticipate any thing but dis- 
appointment and defeat in such an enterprise. If 


| the wrongs of Messrs. Blair and Rives were to be 


remedied, it must, (and, Mr.C. doubted not, would) 
be at some future, and more auspicious period. 
Mr. C. said, under such circumstances—as he 


| was unwilling to give his sanction to the intended 


proceeding, either directly or indirectly, and for no 
factious purpose whatever—the only course left 


for him to pursue would be, neither to vote for 


nor against the resolutions offered by the Senator 
from Rhode Island, [Mr. Dixon,] nor should he 
vote in the proposed election of Printer. There 
was no existing vacancy to be filled. Messrs. 
Biair and Rives had been duly elected for 
the two years ensuing the 34 0f March last, 
according to the provisions of our own enactments. 
They had given bond and satisfactory security for 
the performance of their duties. It was not pre- 
tended that they were either unable, or had neg- 
lected to perform, their duties. On the contrary, 


| their honesty, fidelity, and punctuality, heretofore, 
| afforded an unquestionable guarantee of their fu- 


ture fuinre conduct. In these views Mr. C. hoped 
his friends would concur generally; and take no 
part whatever in the contemplated proceedings. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot, and the 
votes having been counted, the result was declared 
to be as follows: 

Thomas Allen oe - . 26 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, thovgh it was of 
little consequence as to the result, there was no 
quorum voting, and consequently no election. 

Mr CLAY of Kentucky contended there was an 
election. There were but fifty-one Senators elect- 
ed to that body, and twenty-six was a majority of 
that number, and a quorum to do business. 

Mr. KING said the constitutional number of 
Senators was fifty-two, and the constitutional num- 
ber necessary to do business was twenty-seven, or 
a majority of the whole. If Senators were absent 
from indisposition or other business, or the failure 
of States to elect, it did not change the rule; and 
though it was of very little importance as to the re- 
sult of this election, as gentlemen have the majori- 
ty, and can easily elect their candidate, yet it was 
of importance in setting a precedent. He hoped 
gentlemen would, therefore, proceed to another bal- 
lot, when it was probable some of their absent 
friends coming in, would give them the constitn- 
tional quorum. 4 

Mr. ARCHER and Mr. HENDERSON in 
some brief remarks, stated their entire concurrence 
in the views of Mr. Kina. 

The CHAIR then directed members to prepare 
for another ballot, and the votes being counted, the 
following was declared to be the result: 

Thomas Allen” - - : - 26 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that some Se. 
nator vo'ed for Mr. Allen. He hoped that would 
not be repeated, as it would not be counted, and 
ought not to be. The Christian name should be 

iven. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana hoped some of the gen- 
tlemen in the opposition would put in a vote, even 
if it was in blank,to relieve them from the em- 
barrassment of having no quorum. He was the 
more ercouraged to do this, as on a similar occa- 
sion, when his political friends left the Chamber, 
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he remained, and deposited his vote, and enabled 
them to make a quorum. 

Mr. TAPPAN would say to the Senator from 
Indiana, that this is not an ordinary case. He 
was as much io favor of courtesy as that gentleman 
or any other Senator; but this was not an opportu- 
nity on which he (Mr. T.) and his friends could, 
with propriety, offer that courtesy. It was held by 
him and them that Blair and Rives are the Printers 
of the Senate, legally elected; and they could not, 
therefore, with the opinions and convictions they 
had on that poiat, consent to participate in any elec- 
tion which they regarded as aa illegal act. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then rose and said that 
he was aware that— 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky (who was not at his 
seat.) I call the Senator to order. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
Kentucky had listened with much complacency to 
the remarks of the Senator from Indiana, and did 
notcall him to order, and why should a ques- 
tion of order be. staried when a Senator is attempt- 
ing to reply? 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky persisted in his point 
of order on the ground that no debate was allow- 
able during the pendency of the balloting. 

The Senate then proceeded to the third ballot, 


| and the following was declared to be the result: 


Whole number - - - 27 
Thomas Allen - - - 25 
Mr. Allen - - . 2 


So Thomas Alien having a majority of the 


| whole number of votes, was declared to be duly 


elected. 

The resolution submitted some days since by Mr. 
Cray of Kentucky to print 1500 copies of the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury was then 
taken up. 

Mr. WOODBURY rose, and was about address- 
ing the Cuarr, when 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky rose and said he be- 
lieved the resolution was in his possession, and he 
did not intend to call it up to-day. 

While Mr. C. was speaking, many Senators ex- 
claimed, “‘order,” “order,” there is a Senator on 
the floor. 

M:. WOODBURY said he had no wish to force 
discussion on the gentleman’s resolution. He only 
wished to know whether he intended to call it up 
atany future day, or wes it his intention to post- 

one it a'l togethe:? 

Mr. CLAY said the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire would have abundant opportunities of de- 
livering his speech on questions which would be 
presented relative to the finances, and he would 
then listen to him with great pleasure. 


Mr. KING said if the Senator from New 
Hampshire desired to proceed with his re- 
marks, he was entitled to the floor, and had a per- 
fect right to do so; and he trusted to the sense of 
justice of the majority to protect him ia that 
right. But if it was the understanding that an 
opportunity would be given to-morrow to his friend 
from New Hampshire to address the Senate, he 
would advise him to await that opportunity; but 
unless that pledge was given, he hoped he would 
now go on with his remarks, 

Mr. WOODBURY said he could offer all the 
remaiks he intended to make on the resolution 
submitted by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Benton.] and which, after being amended on his 
(Mr. W’s) motion, was yesterday laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Very well. I’m 
agreed. 

CASE OF McLEOD. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the me- 
tion to refer so much of the President’s message as 
relates to foreign affairs to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, who was entitled to the 
floor, replied to the remarks of Messrs. Rives, 
Huwtineron, Cnoarte, and Preston. 

He was followed by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky 
and Mr. ALLEN, at the conclusion of whose re- 
marks, the question was taken on Mr, Rives’s mo- 
tion of reference, which was carried. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, 

And then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Toespay, June 15, 1841. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked leave 
to offer a resolution, changing ihe hour of meeting 
from 12 to 10 o’clock, a. m. watil otherwise or- 
dered. ; 

Objection being made, ’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the 
rules prescribing the order of business. 

Mr. ADAMS ixquired what rules the gentleman 
referred tot 

Mr. WILLIAMS replied, the common law of 
Parliament. 

Mr. UNDERWOUD presumed the majority 
could agree to consider the resolution. But 

Mr. RAYNER being entitled to the floor, and 
declining to yield it, the resolution was not pre- 
sented. 

The vote by which the House had adopted the 
resolution appointing acommitieg to report rules 
for the governmen: of the House, and adopting 
temporarily the rules and orders, except the 2st, 
of the last House, having been reconsidered on 
yesterday, the question again recurred on the 
resolution; for which Mr. Rayner had offered the 
following, as a substitute: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives be adopted as 
the rules and orders of this House for the 27h 
Congress: Provided, That this House will not con- 
side any subjects at the present session except such 
as are embraced in the Presideni’s message; and 
that all petitions and memorials on all other sub- 
jects, receivable under the rules and orders above 
mentioned, shall be laid on the table, without re- 
ference or consideration. 

Mr. RAYNER having withdrawn his substitute 
for the present, 

Mr. BARNARD raised the question as to the po- 
sition in which the original resolution now stood, 
and what was the question before the House. 

Afier a brief statement by the CHAIR, 

Mr. WISE inquired whether he understood him 
as saying that the previous question was still in 
force? 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE said that the decision left the House 
no chance to amend the resolution, the vote adopt- 
ing which they had reconsidered. He therefore 
appealed from the decision of the Cmarr. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a call of the House, but it 
was not ordered. 

The main question was then ordered to be put— 
ayes 116, nays 96. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if he might have a pa- 
ragraph read from the Manuel? 

Cries ef * No! no!” from various parts of the 
House. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. 

Mr. MARSHALL inguired if it would be in or- 
der to ask that the Cuaig again state the question 
before the House. 

The CHAIR said that it would. 

Mr. MORGAN hoped that the House would 
come to order. 

After quiet was restored, 

The CHAIR again stated the question. 

Some desultory conversation here took place be- 
tween Messrs. WISE, S. MASON, MALLORY, 
and the SPEAKER, when 

The question was stated, ‘Shall the decision of 
the Cuair stand as the judgment of the House ?” 
and decided in the negative—ayes 165, nays 112. 

So the decision of the Cain was reversed. 

And the question recurring on the resolution of 
Mr. Wise as amended by the proposition of Mr. 
Apams— ' 

A debate ensued, in which Mr. RAYNER, oc- 
cupied the floor for several hours. After he had 
concluded his remarks, : 

Mr. MORGAN said he did not rise for the pui- 
pose of entering into this debate. Congress had 
now been upwards of two weeks io session, and 
yet they found themselves just where they were. 

‘Some conversation here foilowed, Mr. Raynza 
still claiming the floor on the ground that, though 
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he had concluded his speech, he had not offered his 
amendment,,as, at the outset of his remarks, he 
had announced his intention to do. 

Mr. FESSENDEN said that the gentleman 
expressly stated that he had closed. 

Mr. WISE. He had finished his speech, but 
not yielded the floor. 

Mr. MORGAN claimed the floor and proceeded. 
I was saying that we had been here more than two 
weeks, and we find ourselves nearly where we 
were when the session commenced. We have 
done nothing. We have been assembled here un- 
der a Proclamation from the President of the 
United States. And for what purpose? Have we 
come here merely to gratify our own personal 
feelings? 

Mr. RAYNER again rose to assert his right to 
the floor. 

Mr. MORGAN claimed it. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Moraan] would proceed. 

Mr. MORGAN. Wecame here to relieve the 
country. The eyesof the nation are bent upon 
us with an intensity which has never before been 
experienced. The people demand justice at our 
hands. They demand that we should work and not 
talk. And that I may not trespass upon the in- 
dulgence of the House and the time of the country, 
I will say but a word before making the motion for 
which I rose. 

I must take exception to much that has been 
said by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Rayner.] Much asl respect him, I cannot agree 
in much that he hassaid. And I must take this 
oppertunity also to disclaim, for myself, for my 
constituents, for my colleagues, and for my State, 
the declaration made by the venerable gentleman 
from Masscahusetts [Mr. Apams] the other day. [ 
say in the face of this House, and of this nation, 
that there is not one of my constituents who will 
agree with him in the declaration he made. I was 
pained to hear it, as I have been pained by remarks 
made to-day. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
was. 

{Loud cries to order.] 

Mr. MORGAN. I will specify. I had sup- 
posed that the allusion would be understood with- 
out specification. I refer to the remark of the 
gentleman, (published in the “Intelligencer,”) in 
which he said that, in case a servile insurrection 
broke out at the South, then that the people might 


interfere on the subject of slavery in the States of 
the Union. I say that a condition of things like 
that will not justify what now cannot be done in time 
of peace; and it seems strange to me that gentlemen 
who admit that we should never interfere with the 
institutions of the South in time of peace, yet say 
that, when the hand of the slave is reeking with his 
master’s blood, then interference is justified. 

While my constituents are in favor of the right 
of petition, absolute, unqualified, and unrestrained, 
for them I say that they cannot agree wiih the ve- 
nerable gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams. ] 

I have said more than I intended to say. My 
object is to implore this House to do the business 
of the nation. And in order to test the question, 
believing that a majority of this House are in favor 
of working, and not of talking, and believing that 
they are satisfied that the country is suffering for 
want of action, and that it is their duty to carry 
out those great measures of reform for which we 
were ‘convened, and not to be quarrelling and 
wrangling among ourselves like mere schoolboy., 
I move the previous question. 

A question of order, involving the right of Mr. 

Raywer to the floor, for the purpose of offering his 
amendment, was here again raised, and gave rise 
to some conversation, in which Messrs. RAY- 
NER, MORGAN, WISE, BOTTS, COOPER of 
Pennsylvania, and W. C. JOHNSON, partiei- 
rated. 
Mr. DAWSON thought the House was now in 
a temper to vote, and suggested that the gentleman 
from New York (Mc. Morgan} should consider 
the proposition of the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. Rayner] in his bands, and cail ihe pre- 
vious question upon it. 


Specify what the declaration 
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Mr. MORGAN inquired whether be could with- 
draw the motion for the previous question, to ad- 
mit the resolution ef the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Rayner,] and then renew the call 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER was understood to reply in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. CUSHING inquired of the Srraxer if the 
previous question was pending cr not? 

The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. Moraan) said 
the gentleman must either say that he withdrew 
his demand for the previous question, or that he 
did not. 

Mr. MORGAN said that he would withdraw the 
previous question for the sake of offering the fol- 
lowing resolation. It was the resolution of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Rarwyer,} 
and he (Mr. M.) offered it for that gentieman, that 
the House might have an opportunity of voting di- 
rectly upon it, and he said he would move the pre- 
vious question thereon. 

The following resolation of Mr. Rayner was 
then read as a substitate for the original resolution 
of Mr. Wiss, as amended by the proposition of Mr, 
ApDams: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives be adopted as 
the rales and orders of this House uatil otherwise 
ordered; and that the committee heretofore appoint- 
ed on the rules be ordered to revise, amend, and re- 
port upon the said rules and orders, and that they 
have leave to report at any time; and that the elec- 
tion of officers heretofore chosen by this House, and 
the committees raised by its orders, be, and they 
are hereby, confirmed. 

Mr. CUSHING appealed to the House to allow 
him to say a few words in relationto a declara- 
tion made by his colleague (Mr. Apams) a few 
days since. 

Mr. ADAMS had no objection; but trusted the 
previous question would not be started. 

Mr. MORGAN said he had moved the previous 
question, and he cou!d not withdraw it. 

Mr. BARNARD then raised the point that the 
proposition of the gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. Rayner} was not in order. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought that it was in order, 
and stated his reasons. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maryland submitted to the 
Cuair that, upon the Parliamentary law, the previ- 
ous question was debatable. 

The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. BROWN of Philadelphia inquired what the 
question was. 

The SPEAKER said it was the question of or- 
der raised by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Barna. ] 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called for the 
decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolution was 
in order. 

Mr. EVERETT asked Mr. Rayner to modify 
his resolution so as to except the cfficers of the 
House, they having been appointed under a dis- 
tinct resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN rose to a question of order. 

Mr. STANLY inquired whether the previous 
question had not been called on the resolution of 
the gentleman from North Carolina? 

Mr. MORGAN said he had himself moved it, 
and that, if necessary, he would now renew il. 

Mr. CUSHING. The previous question, then 
has been moved. Under the parliamentary law 
that questi n is debatable. 

The SPEAKER. It is debatable, so far as the 
propriety of the previous question is concerned. 

Mr. FESSENDEN said that if any one was to 
speak, he claimed the floor. 

Mr. WINTHROP submitted that the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Moneas] had not the right to 
make two motions at the same time. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion submitted by 
a gentleman might be followed by a demand for 
the previous question. Sach had been the practice. 

Mr. CUSHING claimed the floor. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said that he had hiwself also 
moved the previous question for the very purpose 
of obviating any objection which might be raised. 
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Mr. WINTHROP submitted that the Speaker 
had not recognised the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. @ Davis.] And he appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

After some explanation, the appeal was with- 
drawn. 

Aad the question recurring on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, (which the 
Speaker had decided to be debatable, so far as con- 
Cerned its propriety )— 

Mr. CUSHING said that the previous question 
had been called for by the gentleman from New 
York, and, as it was in ordef tc debate the point 
of oider, whether, under the circumstances, the 
gentleman could call for the previous question, he 
desired a word or two. He rose, then, under the 
parliamentary law, to oppose the putting of the 
previous question; and, in doing so, he meant to 
confine himself witnin the rules of debate. He 
did not wish to make a speech on this question,and 
he would desire that, at the present exiraordi- 
nary session of Congress, he might not be called 
upon to mekea single spcech. During the present 
debate there had been a multitude of things said to 
which he would gladly bave replied; but, inasmuch 
as be had come here hoping to do much, he re- 
solved, at any rate, to speak butlitile. He would 
rather, at this session, and in the present siate of 
the business of the country, vote on one great mea- 
sure, than offer a more eloquent speech than had 
ever befere ‘allen from the lips of man within 
these walls; for he came here to act, and it was with 
extreme reluctance that he opposed the previous 
question, when proposed by his own friends. Buthe 
opposed it now because it would be inflicting on the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] the 
extiremest injustice. How would we stand here 
in this case? His colleague [Mr. Apams] had 
spoken on this subject with his usual zeal, learning, 
and courage; and the gentleman from Virginia and 
the gentleman from North Carolina, and other 
Scuthern gentlemen, had also argued the question 
with equal spirit and zeal; and he repeated that 
ihose gentlemen had given utterance to many 
things to which he would fain have replied. But 
he regretted thaton this or any other occasion he 
found himself compelled to differ with his colleague, 
whose opinions he was always inclined to treat 
with great reverence. His colleague, however, 
had offered some opinions of the gravest character, 
on subjects the most imposing and interesting to 
the whole country. Those opinions had been ut- 
tered deliberately, and to which the whole weight 
of his character would be attached, and thus they 
wou'd go forth to the world. And member after 
member from the South has arisen in his place, 
anddeciared thatif those declarations went un- 
coniradicted, they would doso and so. Bat he 
(Mr. Cusuina) did not intend to debate this ques- 
non atiarge. He thought, however, that he should 
have an opportunity granted him of saying a few 
words on this subject, no matter whether he did or 
did not agree with his colleague. For this reason, 
then, he was opposed to the putting of the previous 
question, notwithstanding the states of the pubiic 
business, and notwithstanding the risk of opening 
the question of Abolition again. 

Mr. BROWN of Philadelphia protested in the 
most vehement manner against the abominabie 
and unparalleled system of tyranny which had been 
exhibited towards the minority during the last two 
weeks. 

Several voices here called ‘‘order,” ‘sit down.” 

Mr. BROWN. No, I will not sit dows; I am 
in order; and so long as I have a voice I will raise 
it to denounce and resist the gag system which is 
being practised upon us. 

The call for order was here renewed by several 
voices. 

Mr. BROWN said that when the Caan ealled 
him to order, he would obey, but not until then, 
He then proceeded to protest against a certain in- 
fluence, which, he asrerted, had been brought to 
bear upon the minority, to coerce and deprive 
them of the privileges guarantied by common 
usages to minorities in all legislative bodies. He 
had been told, on one occasion, that the common 
law of Parliament was to be the rule. Well, he 
was willing to take that, even, as then the minority 


He expressed his belief that there was neutial 
ground on which all parties could meet in relation 
to this question, and which, but for the “gag sys- 
tem,” he should have indicated to the House. 
As it was, however, no man could take a middle 


would have their rights. But if they were to have 
a new and tyrannical code like the present, why 
be would raher fali back upon that c¢mmon bat 
still just code of his Anglo Saxon ancestors. He 
bad not the least doubt but that under the common 
Parliamentary law, he should be able to defend the 
rights of his country; but here, in the present rule, 
they now completely gagged and mace to vote at 
once either aye or no. 

The CHAIR here suggested that Mr. B. was 
taking ‘oo wide @ range. 

Mr. BROWN. I am about showing what the 
previous question has done. [t is the previous 
question which has brought the House to the con- 
dition in which it now stands. You tave been go- 
ing on foo fast, and now comes the reaction. Yes, 
gentlemen may depend upon it that if they succeed 
in tyrannizing over the minority fora season, the 
reaction will come, and their work, in which they 
have made so much baste to accomplish, will be 
undone. 


It the majority chose to proceed to the end of | 


the session, as they had done hitherto, they might 
depend upon it, that at the last moment reaction 
wou'd come, and, as in the present case, they 
would be left precisely where they had com- 
menced. 

In relation to the subject under debate, Mr. B. 
said he was free from prejudice. He was, how- 
ever, against the 2Ist rule, as he did not believe it 
necessary. When it shoull be shown that it was 
necessary, he would vote for it, aud not till then, 


grouod; he was compelled to vote on one or other 
of the extremes. 

(The proposition which Mr. B. desired to offer 
Was, that no petitions asking the abolition of sla- 
very, e'c. should be received, unless tuey came from 
those portions of the country where the alleged 
grievances existed.) 

Mr. BRIGGS replied to the remarks of Mr. B. 
so far as they related to the application of the pre- 
vious question, contending that the minorities in 
this House had been made to smart under its ope- 
ration, and how greatly its severity had been miti- 
gated by modifications of recent origin. 

He had himself, he said, rarely voted for the 
previous question, and then with great reluctance. 
As an instrument of business it was useful, when 
properly applied. As an engine of party despot- 
ism, it was the greatest scourge ever held over a 
deliberative body; and, if he knew hims:lf, he had 
never consented so to apply it. He had even now 
strong reasons for voting againstit. He stood in 
the same position as his colleague, (Mr. Cu:nine ] 
He had heard observations made in the course ot 
this debate, by which even his coid Northern blood 
had been roused. Injustice, great injustice, had 
been cone to him as well as to other members of 
this House. But the whole country was losking 
to them. Here they had been fifteen or sixteen 
days, and they had not progressed a single step. 
He felt himself bound, therefore, to ove:look these 
personal and minor considerations, and to look to 
the country. Let them go on and do the business 
of the country, for which they were convened. 
They had a majority of forty in this House, and 
the couatry would hold them responsible for this 
waste of ume. Ifa single rule was to be inserted 
which would bear hard upon him and his constitu- 
ents, he would bow in submission, that the business 
of the nation might be atiended to. 

Mr. ADAMS alladed to the history of this ques- 
tion from the first period of presentation, and com- 
plained of the tyrannical manner in which he had 
been prevented, by the previous question, from re- 
plying to the unparalleled personal abuse unde- 
servedly heaped upon him, and of correcting the 
gross misrepresentations of what he had said. He 
was willing, however, to waive all remarks in rela- 
tion to that for the present, and to content himself 
with saying, that in case the House should think 
proper to adopt the 2Ist rule, it would be so defined 
that it should no longer be in the power of any 

Speaker to place a wrong construction upon it. 











Mr. WISE rejoined very briefly to so much of 
the remarks of Mr, Apams as were of a personal 
character. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON hoped that the opinions 
which had been expressed on the one side or the 
other would not prevent the great body of the 
members of this House from voting in favor of 
the previous question, in order that the House 
might proceed to the transaction of the public bu- 
siness. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that he was called upon to 
givea most responsible vo'e, without having an 
opportunity for explanation. Yet he was willing 
again to go withthe South, and toshow his love 
for that section of country, alihough he could 
have wished for an opportunity to explain his own 
sentiments, and to say something in relation to the 
feelings of the people of his own State; and al- 
though he would have been giad to hear the senti- 
ments of the whole Northwest, yet he would vote 
for the previous qvestion. 

Mr. WISE here intimated that if the gentle. 
man desired such expression of sentiment, he 
(Mr. W.) would change his intention of vo- 
ting for the previous question, and woald vote 
against it. 

Mr. PROFFIT desired that the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wusr,) and every other 
gentleman, wonld vote in favor of the previous 


|| question, that the House might proceed to busi- 


ness. 

[Cries of “Agreed, agreed.” } 

Mr. P. appealed to gentlemen on all sides of 
the House to let the question be taken. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said it was not his intention to 
inflict upon the House a speech at this time, al- 
though he had felt great desire to do so. But (said 
Mr. G.) I wish to explain to the House the reason 
of my silence. It is, that I came here for 


the transaction of the great and _ impor- 
tant business which called us togetaer. 1 felt 
anxious to do that business, and to return 


home at the earliest moment. I was, therefore, 
wiiling to take the question upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams, } 
without discussion, Anxious to get at business, 1 
voted for the adoption of the resolution. This was 
done with a sincere and honest desire to get at busi- 
ness. The resolution was adopted; we were fully 
organized, and ready to enter upon the important 
questions to be submitted for our consideration. 
But a motion was made to reconsider the resolu- 
tion, and to reject the one hundred and thirty-nine 
rules which we had adopted, for the reason that we 
had not adopted the hundred and fortieth. Oa this 
we had, for several days, listened to speeches from 
Southera members, while the members from the 
free States remained silent; and I rejoice that they 
gave this evidence of their desire to do the business 
of the country, although many things were said 
which I was particularly anxious to reply to. I 
was personally calied on and alluced to; yet, sir, I 
could not forget the expectations of my consti‘u- 
ents, and that the eyes of the nation were upon us. 
But those who were said to belong to the same po- 
litical party with whora I have had the houor to act, 
uuited with our political foes to reconsider the reso- 
lution, and to set us again afloat upon the open sea 
of debate, without chart or compass to guide us. 
Sir, our friends uniting with our foes have entirely 
disorganized the House, and now torn around and 
exhort us to sustain the previous question, and be- 
seech us again to organize. Sir, I will again do 
what I can to get at business, assuring gentlemen 
that at a proper time I will most cheertully and joy- 
fully discuss this question, and will then endeavor 
to answer some things that have been said during 
the recent debate. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD said that he had no wish to in- 
terrupt the business or delay the organization of 
the HHouse—though he was satisfied that the reason 
why we had made so little progress was be- 
cause some gentiemen had been too anxious 
to get along too fast. There mever was, in his 
opinion, a more proper place for the application of 
the good oldrule, “make haste slowly.” The 
question is said to be, whether the previous ques- 
tion should now be put. He hoped that the gen- 
tlemen of the majority of the House were, after 
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two weeks’ experience, satisfied that the gag rule 
of the previous question could not do every 
thing, however tyrannically applied. More than 
wo weeks of the session had elapsed, and yet 
the dominant party, with a majority of nearly fifty, 
have no! yet organized the House so as to transact 
ihe business of the country—and this, too, alihough 
the gag of the previous question has been applied 
with its utmost rigor. Mr. F. was opposed to the 
application of the previous question in this in- 
stance; and, although he had formerly thought that 
it might sometimes be applied, after a long and free 
debate, yet such had been its unparalleled abuse 
during the present session, he would be willing to 
see it forever stricken from the rules of the House; 
for, under it, that free discussion of measures 
which should characterize every meeting of free- 
men, or of their representatives, has been banished 
from these walls, and we, who have been sent up 
here from the body of the people, are called upon 
io carry into effect, without discussion and with- 
out amendment, such measures as may be brought 
forward under Executive dictation, or such as are 
resolved upon in a caucus in some cf the dungeons 
of this Capitol. 

The honorable member from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Briccs] has said that he has sat here eight years 
under the application of the previous question, but 
that it has not heretofore been administered in an 
open, manly way. 

Mr. FLOYD being called to order on several 
occasions, and by several gentlemen, 

Mr. OLIVER rose and remarked that he felt 
himself called npon to insist that his colleague [Mr. 
FLoyp] should be permitted to proceed in his ar- 
gument against this unhoiy gag Jaw. Has it come 
to this, Mr. Speaker, that we in the minority are to 
have no opportunity of submitting our views and 
our reasons for the voies we are called upon to 
give? Shall we be pres:ed to a vote by the force 
of this oppressive ruje? Do the majority in'end to 
prevent the minority from assigning their reasons? 
Have we no rights here? We consider we have, 
and intend to insist upon them. May I not ask 
ihe House, then, to allow Mr. Firoyp to proceed 
in his argument? 

Mr. FLOYD was permitted to go on, by a vote 
of 131 to G64. 

Sir, said Mr. Frorp, I cannot speak for the last 
eight years, but for the last two sessions I deny that 
the rule has been applied in any such tyrannical, 
i'liberal manner as it has during the present session. 
Su, if it has been administered ia such a liberal, 
manly, open manner, why cou'd he not voie to 
sustain the decision made by the Chair this morn- 
ing, that the previous question, moved a weex ago, 
had survived the vole to reconsider—the wreck of 
the organization of the House—and was yet in full 
iorce and vigor. If this was such a ‘manly, 
open” administration of the rule, why did not 
gentiemen sustain the decision of the Chair, and 
prevent its being overruled, as it was, by a vete of 
ihe House? 

What, said Mr. F. has been the effect of the 
previous question this session? Why, sir, we have, 
lorone thing, adopied a resolution introduced by 
the chairman of the Committee on Rules, confining 
the action of this House to the matters referred io 
in the President’s message—a rule, in his opinion, 
most degrading to the House. Whatwere we to 
do with the President’s message? We meet, under 
(he proclamation of the late President, and if any 
restriction should be adopted, it should be to the 
matters mentioned in the prociamation. But why 
should the action of the Representatives from the 
people themselves, who are presumed to know 
their wants, be confined to the President’s message, 
and that too when ihe President himself confesses 
that he is unable to say, with confidence, what 
should be dene; and refers it to us to take such 
measures as the wants of the country demand? 
There hever was, in his opinion, a more cring- 
ing, degrading subserviency to Executive dicta- 
tion, than this rule which bas beea adopted by the 
majority, under the previous question; and this 
ali ue, if other arguments were wanting, Was enough 
2 induce him to vote against the previous ques- 
ion. 


Mr. F. was repeatedly interrupted {by cries to 
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order, and was twice allowed to proceed by a vote 
of the House. 

Mr. WiNTHROP said that if he had been called 
upon to vote fifteen minutes ago, when this ques- 
lion was first moved, he shou'd certainly have 
voted against it. He had raised a point of order 
in re'ation to it at the outset. And he begged leave 
to say, with all due respect for the Cnata, that he 
had not withdrawa his appea! from the decision of 
Cuair beeause he acquiesced in its correctness. It 
was rather because he was unwilling to invole the 
House in another of those controversies on points 
of order which so much resembled certain contro- 
versies de cribed by Milton, where 





———' Chaos sits umpire, 

And by decision more embroils the fray; 
. Next him, high arbiter, 
Chance governs all,” 








But he had other objections, besides those of 
order, to the previous question at the present time. 
The honorable member from North Carolina, whu 
addressed the House for two or three hours this 
morning, [Mr. Rayner,] had appealed repeatedly 
to the members from Massachusetts to say how 
far they endorsed the doctrines of their colleague f Mr. 
Apams }] Mr. W. desired to have replied (as to his 
certain knowlege did some others of his coileagues) 
ihat, while he certainly dissented in some respects 
from the doctrines ot his venerable cclleage, he 
dissented still more from the doctrines of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina. 

But (said Mr. W.) when I reflect on the deep 
disgrace to this nation, and the even deeper disap- 
pointment to the people, which will result from any 
further exhibition in this House of sach scenes of 
disorganizatiun and confusion as have been dis- 
piayed here for a fortnight past, I am unwilling to 
give any vote which will defer for another hour, 
much less for another day, a decision upon the 
question before us. [shall waive, therefore, al 
objections to the motion, and go with my friends in 
ils support. 


Mr. GILMER said that it was true that the pre- 
vious question was debatable, so far as related to 
its propriety. He had listened to the remarks of 
gentlemen, and he had not discovered that there 
was any gentleman who desired to speak to the 
main question: why, then, not proceed to vote? 

In explanation of the vote he intended to give, 
he would say that the previous question was an 
odious question, dangerous to the freedom of debate, 
and thathe rarely had voted for it, and scarcely 
ever should. 

Mr. SERGEANT replied to the remarks of Mr. 
FLoyp in relation to the previous question; and, 
after presenting to the House a vivid view of its 
own condition, insisted on the necessity of the ap- 
plication of that instrument, without which, it was 
obvious, from the course of proceeding here adopted, 
the House nevercould reach the business for which 
Congress had been convened. 


ing reference to the condition of the country and 
the purposes for which Congress had been called 
together,) why he should now vote in favor of the 
previous question. 

And the question on the demand for the pre- 
vions question being then taken, there was a se- 
cond. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. WISE asked a division of the question on 
the proposition of Mr. Rayner, toend with the 
words “until otherwise ordered.” 

Tie SPEAKER said that, under the Parliamen- 
tary law, a majority of the House would be re- 
quired to order a division. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked the yeas and nays on 
making the said division; which were ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 89, nays 125. 

So the House refused to order the division, 

After some conversation— 

Mr. RHETT asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. 

And the main question (being on the amend- 
ment or substitute of Mr. Rayner) was then 
taken. 

Before the vote was announced— 

Mr. PROFFIT rose and said that there were four 
gentlemen from the slaveholding States who had 


Mr. SLADE briefly assigned his reasons (hav- 
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manifested great anxiety on this subject, and who 
would not vote; he should, therefore, be put to the 
trouble of publihing their names. 

[Cries of “order, order.”] 

The SPEAKER announced the vote to be as fol- 
lows—Yeas 96, nays 105. 

So the amendment of Mr. Rayner was rejected. 
_ And the question recurring on the original reso- 
ution of Mr. Wiss, as ameaded by the proposition 
of Mr. Apams— 

Mr. RAYNER moved to amend the same by 
striking out all afier the word “Resolved,” and in- 
serting the following: 

“That the Rules and Orders of the last House of 
Representatives be adopted as the Rules and Orders 
of this House, until otherwise ordered; and that a 
committce of nine members be appoiated by the 
Speaker, under the said rules, to revise, amend, and 
report the same.” 

Mr. WISE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. STANLY said there had been trifl ng enough 
already. He moved to lay the resoiution on the 
table, 

Mr. FILLMORE ingvired of the Chair, what 
would be the effect of the motion to lay on the 
able, should it prevail? Woald ittake the whole 
subject with it? 

Tie SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Then we shall be without 
rules. 

Mr. STANLY. Well, where are we now?. 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to lay the resolution on the table. 

Various questions of order were raised, in re- 
ference to which Messrs. UNDERWOOD, WIN- 
THROP, PENDLETON, TRIPLETT, WISE, 
and RAYNER were severally on the floor. 

Mr. STANLY withdrew bis movion to lay the 
resolation on the table. 

And the question reearring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 


Mr. GENTRY called for a division of the ques- 
tion, first on striking out, then on inserting, &c, 

But Me. G. withdrew the motion. 

Mr. STANLY renewed it. 


Mr. TURNEY asked the yeas and nays on mak- 
ing the division; which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the House refused 
to order the division. 

And the question recurring on the main ques- 
tion (being in striking out ali afver the word “Re- 
solved,” and inserting the proposition of Mr. Rar- 
NER)— 

Mr. RHETT asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were yeas 104, 
nays 107. 

So the amendment of Mr. Rayner was re- 
jected. 


And the question again recurring on the origi- 
nalresolution of Mr. Wise as amended by the 
proposition of Mr. Apams, in the words following : 


Resolved, That a committee of nine members be 
oppointed to revise, amend, and report roles for the 
government of this Heuse, and that until such 
committee make report, and the same be final- 
ly acted upon, therales and orders of the last 
House of Representatives, except the 21s’, shall 
be considered as the rulss and orders of this 
House. 


Mr. BOTTS moved the previous question 
thereon. 

And there was a second. 

Mr. WISE asked the yeas and nays on orderisg 
the main question, which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were yeas 111, nays 99. 

So the House decided that the main question 
should be now taken. 

Mr. WISE asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered. 

And the main question (being on the adoption 
of the original resolution) was then taken. 

Before the vote was announced, a number of 
gentlemen rose and desired that their names might 
be cailed. 

Mr. STANLY wished to inquire of the Chair 
whether these a were changing thetr votes. 
If so, he should like to know it. 
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Mr. WISE. Order. 
order. 

Mr. STANLY. I don’t care if you do. 

{A voice. Put him out.} 

Mr. STANLY. Try it, boys. 

Loud cries of order—order. | 
SPEAKER called ihe House to order. 

Mr. STANLY. I shall submit my inquiry to 
the Chair, let who will ca!! out order. Is it in or- 
der, Mr. Speaker, to ask if these gentlemen have 
changed their votes? 

(Great noise in the hall 

Messrs. WISE and GILMER calied Mr. Sran- 
LY to order. 

The SPEAKER said the gentlemen from North 
Carolina (Mr. Stanty] had aright to put an in- 
quiry to the Chair, if it was proper for informa- 
tion. 

Mr. STANLY. I inquire, then, whether these 
gentlemen coanged their votes? 

Mr. WISE. Iask the Speaker if that inquiry 
is in order? 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 


Mr. WISE. Then I call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. STANLY. I have asked the question, and 
I bave triumphed so far, at least. 

Mr. WISE. Order. 

Mr.STANLY. Order back again. 


The SPEAKER called both gentlemen to order, 
and fhen anneunced the vote—yeas 106, nays 110, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burne!), Calhoun, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessen- 
den, Fillmore, J. G. Floyd, A. L. Fuster, Gates, 
Gentry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Greig, Hall, 
William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, J. P. 
Kenhedy, Lane, Lawrence, Thomas F. Marshall, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, 
Powell, Ramsay, Randai!, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Russel], Saltonstal!, Sanford, Sergeant, 
Simonton, Slade, Smith, Sprigg, S'anly, Stokeley, 
Stratton, Stuart, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, ‘Tomlinson, Trum- 
ball, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ed- 
ward J. White, J. L. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wiaothrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and 
Ichn Young—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charlies Brown, Burke, Sampson 
H. Bauder, William Batler, William O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, P. ©. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, G. Davis, R. D. 
Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, John B. Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Dimock, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards 
Egbert, Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, 
W. 0. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Haber- 
sham, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Helmes, Hop- 
kins, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, Wm. C. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, I. D. Jones, 
Keim, A. Kennedy, King, Litiletield, Lowell, A. 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, A. Marshall, J. T. Mason, Matthews, 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Nisbet, Oli- 
ver, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Proffit, 
Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Rigzs, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, 
Sollers, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Taliaierro, 
Triplet, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, 
Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrock, Jas. 
W. Williams, Lewis Wil'iams, and Wise—110. 

So the original resolution was rejected. 

{And the House stands where it did on Monday 
noon of May 3ist.} 


On motion of Mr. WISE, ai eight o'clock, the 
House adjourned. 


I call the gentleman to 





IN SENATE, 
Weopnespay, June 16, 1841. 
The CHAIR presented the memorial of the 


Mayor, Aldermen, and citizens of Philadelphia, 


praying that appropriations may be made for the 


defence of the Delaware; which, on motion by 


Mr. BUCHANAN, was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, 
The CHAIR also presented the memorial of 


Walter R. Johnson, praying remuneration for 


losses sustained by the discontinuance of his ser- 
viees in the South Sea Expedition; which was laid 


on the table. 


Mr. PORTER presented the petition of citizens 
cf Cass county, Michigan, in favor of allowing 


on> Vear’s salary to the family of the late President 


of tae United States; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Bu CHANAN presented the petition of 
Mary Battin a: d others, widows of deceased Revo- 
lutionary soldiers, Draying the restoration of their 
names tothe pension ‘ist; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pens, 

Mr. B. also presented resc’utions adopted at a 
meeting of persons interested in French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of citizens of Rochester, New York, in favor of the 
passage of a bankrupt law; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of a number of hatiers of Connecticut and New 
York, praying the imposition of a duty on hats. 

Mr. BENTON then called up the resolution 
which he had submitted some ten days back, and 
which was laid on the table yesterday, with an un- 
derstanding that it would be taken up to-day. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the resolution had 
been laid on the table by a vote of the Senate, as 
the proper way of disposing of it. He therefore 
opposed is being taken up. 

Mr. CALHOUN characterized this course of 
proceeding as most extraordinary. Almost the 
whole iegislation of Congress 1s to be based 
on the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and in looking over that report there 
were many Statements which he consideredjerrone- 
ous and which demanded explanation. Was it 
unreasonable in them to ask for information on 
subjects which were brought before them for legis- 
lation, and were motions of this kind to be refused 
even a consideration? 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. 
to get into a passion, 

Mr. CALHOUN. No passion, sir. I havea 
right to ask and receive the information called for 
in this resolution. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Yes, you have a 
right; and what does it come to? What does it 
come to? The majority also have righis, and he 
supposed they were as much entitled to considera- 
tion as those of the minority. But it was not so 
much the resolution of the Senator from Missouri 
as the amendment of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, which entered into a wide scope of in- 
quiry, which, in his opinion, could lead to no prac- 
tical results. He asked that the resolution and 
amendment might be read; which was done. 

The resolution of Mr. Benton was as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before the Senate a schedule of 
the payment; made from the Treasury during the 
months of March, April, and May, of the present 
year. 

To which Mr. Woopsury proposed as an amenc- 
ment, afier the word “year,” add: 

“Under each head of appropriation, beginning on 
the 4th of the first named month, and a schedule 
of the amounts under each head of appropriation, 
which he has estimated in his report to Congress 
will be required for expenditure from the first of 
June to the last of August, and alsv of the amounts 
in a similar maoner required from the first of Sep- 
tember to the close of the year; making, with those 
before named, bis ageregate of $24,200,000 wanted 
between the 4th of Marchand the 3lst of December. 

“Also, what is the amount of debt ander past ap- 
propriations which he recommended to be funded, 
and what under future appropriations to be made 


It is not worth while 





et this session, including in the latter any stock for 
capital to be invested in a National Bank.” 


Mr. CALHOUN saia, that in his opinion, the 


information called for was highly necessary to cor- 
rectaction on the question brought before them. 
The Secretary of the Treasury ought to furnish the 
details on which he draws results manifestly erro. 
neous. i 
shown what was the state of the Treasury which 
authorized the call of this session. 
give the information necessary to justify the call 
on the grounds of deficit in the Treasury as put 
forward in the summons for that call. 
of this resolution was to obtain that information, 
And are those who have no other means of ob- 
taining that information to be excluded from calling 
up a resolution of inquiry demanded by the people? 
Let not the gentleman resort to this gagging mode 
of stifling information which the whole country ex- 
pects. 


In making out his report he should have 


He does not 


The object 


If this system be carried out it will justly 
be attributed to an admission that no explanation 


can be given. 


Mr. WOODBURY remarked that the object of 


calling up this resolution was, as he understood it, 


to give him an opportunity of making the few ob- 
servations he had to make on the report cf the 
Secretary of the Treasury. it was not intended 
to propose the passage of the resolution. He hoped, 
therefore, there would be no objection to the mo- 
tion merely to take it up. 

Mr. BENTON said the motion was simply to 
take up the resolution. When taken up, the ques- 
tion would be fisst on its amendment, and tnen on 
its adoption. It amounted to this—that the oppo- 
sition now made was against taking up the resolu- 
tion for consideration. ‘The question was not now 
on jts adoption—that could be prevented by the 
usual course. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky contended that no Se- 
nator at his side of the house had any disposition 
not to afford the gentlemen on the opposite, every 
opportunity for inquiring which might be requisite 
for purposes of information. What they were op- 
posed to was motions and resolutions delaying the 
business, and not intended to lead to any action or 
result this session. He would «ve to lay the re- 
solution on the table unti’ 1. morrrow. 

Mr. CALHOUN noped the Senator from New 
Hampshire would withdraw his amendment, that 
he might have an opportunity of proceeding with 
his remarks. If,in any discussion which might 
arise outof those remarks, it should appear neces- 
sary to print the resolution, that proposition may 
afterwards be made. 


Mr. WOODBURY observed that he thought it 
was the understanding yesterday, that the resolu- 
tion offered several days ago by the Senator from 
Kentucky, would be taken up to-day, for the pur- 
pose of enabling him (Mr. W.) to offer the 
remarks he had to make on the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury. His object was to dis- 
cuss the propriety of printing that report—at least 
so large a number as proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky—filled as it was with gross errors and mis- 
statements calculated to deceive and mislead the 
public. {f permitted to make his remarks on those 
errors and misstatements, he would be able to show 
that on those very errors and misstatements the 
call of this extra session has been based, and that 
there was no pretence but that of error, misstate- 
ment, and delusion, to make the call. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he understood the 
arrangement of yesterday was, that his resolution 
might, in the orders of the day, come up in its 
place to-day, or some other day, when no unfinished 
business or important measure was before the Se- 
nate. But he had no objection to hear the Seua- 
tor from New Hampshire now. 


The resolution to print extra copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, being taken up, 

Mr. WOODBURY proceeded with his comments 
on the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
ihe course of which he pointed out extraordinary 
discrepancies and misstatements. 

Mr. EVANS then obtained the floor, but the 
Senate, on motion, proceeded to the con: iteration 
of Executive business, 

And then adjourned, 
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Wenpnpspay, June 16, 1841. 

Mr. STUART of Virginia submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

‘Resolved, That the rules and orders ef the last | 
House of Representatives, not superseced by any | 
rale or resolution adopted at the present session, || 
pow in force, be, and the same are hereby, adopted | 
for the regulation of the House at the present ses- | 
sion; and that the Select Committee upon the Rules | 
heretofore raised proceed to revise and amend the | 
rules heretofore adopted, and they have leave to | 
report at all times. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved the | 
previous question; but withdrew it on the pledge of 
Mr. Srvarr to renew it. . 

Mr. STUART said that his object in offering the 
proposition just read by the Clerk, was to compro- | 
mise the great difficulty which had agitated the 
House for the last two weeks. It would be per- | 
ceived that the resolution did not undertake to de- 
cide one way or the other as to the important ques- 
tion involving the right of petition. Its effect was 
merely to postpone the question at the present ses- 
sion. The res3lution had ne relation to another 
Congress but referred exclusively to the present 
session. Its practical effect would be to allay ex- 
citement, and enable the House to proceed at once 
to the discharge of the high duties for which they 
were sent here. Mr. S. said that some days ago a 
proposition, reported by the Select Committee on 
the Rules, was adopted by the House, which he 
would now read for information, so that the House 
might judge of the effect of the resolution which he 
had just had the honor to offer. 

Mr. S. read as tollows: 

“Upon the presentation of petitions and other 
papers on subjects not specially referred to the | 
censideration of the Houte in the message of the 
President at the opening of the present extra ses- 
sion, objection to the reception shall be considered 
as made, and the question of reception shall be laid 
upon the table. ‘This rule to be considered only in 
force during the present session. Petitions and 
other papers for or against a bankrupt law to be 
excepted from the operation of this rule. 

“The action of ali committees on all subjects 
not specially referred to the consideration of the 
House in the message of the President shall be 
suspended during the present session: this suspen- 
sion not to apply to business before the Commit- 
tee of Elections, of Ways and Means, on Ac- 
counts, and on Mileage, nor, if the House shall so 
determine, to the subject of a general bankrupt 
law.” 

Thus it would be perceived, (said Mr. 8.) that 
all Abolition memorials, and all petitions relating 
to any other subjects than those which apertained | 
to the special objects of this extra session, were to 
be postponed to the next regular session. Mighthe | 
not appeal to the patriotism of the House, and ask 
gentlemen on both sides to rally as brothers under 
this rule? He asked them if it was not expedient, 
and their solemn duty, to postpone these questions 
to other matters of paramount importance? The 
eyes of the entire community were now riveted 
upon Congress with the most intense anxiety. 

he people were calling for a sound currency, and 
auniform system of exchange. They were de- 
manding— 

Here Mr. J. A. FLOYD called the gentleman to 
order, on the ground that these remarks were not 
relevant to the subject before the House. 

Mr. STUART said he was not out of order. 

Mr. FLOYD inquired of the Cuain whether it 
was in order to discuss the subject of currency on 
this resolution, respecting rules for the government 
of business of the House? 

Mr. STUART said he should give gentlemen no 
trouble on questions of order. He was willing to 
close his remarks here, trusting the fate of his reso- 
lution to its intrinsic merits. He could not admit, 
however, that he had been out of order; on the con- 
trary, the gentleman who had interrupted him wa-: | 
his remarks were stricily relevant to the adoption of 
the resolution he had offered; but he would not em- | 
barrass the House; he had not come here to enter | 
into disquisitions she. yr the primary principles of 
Government; he had come to do business; he would 
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therefore forbear all further remark, and close by 
moving-the previous question. 
Mr. NISBET of Georgia asked Mr. Stuart to 


| withdraw that motion; which he* did, on condition 


that Mr. N. would renew it. 

So the call for the previous question was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. NISBET tken referred to the peculiar posi- 
tion in which he stood as rendering it peculiarly 
desirable, and indeed indispensable, that he shou!d 
say something in explanation of the course he 
should pursue. He would be as brief as possible. 
Mr. N.. said he was one of those who had come inte 
this House (as the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Apams] had most beautifully expressed it) 
“to deal in things which partake not of earth, like 
words, but of _Heaven;” bat he had thus far been 
prevented by a course of perpetual wrangling and 
debate, which were wholly out of order. He re- 
buked no gentleman, that was not his aim; but he 
must be permitted to say that, as a matter of taste, 
these eight-hour discussions were, on all principles 
of rhetoric, wholly inadmissible. He had listened 
with strong, with burning indignation, to the lan- 
guage which had been indulged in by the hoary- 
headed gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. ADAMS. Is the previous question to be 
applied after remark: like these? 

{Several voices. ‘Certainly it is.”] 

Mr. NISBET resumed. I could, said he, deal 
in terms of stroag commendation in regard to the 
character of that gentleman’s head. Would that I 
could say as much in relation to his heart! 

Mr. ADAMS. Is this in order, for the gentle- 
man to talk about my head and heart? [Lauzh- 
ter 

The CHAIR called Mr. Nisser to order. 

Mr. N. proceeded to say that the cutpourings of 
that honorable and venerable gentleman compelled 
him to think of the inquiry of the Mantaan Bard— 

“Tanta ne in animis celestibus ire?’ 

Possibly he might be doing that gentleman injus- 
tice, but as a Southern man he could not but repu- 
diate and reprobate the course he had pursued in 
these discussions. As he leoked at the gentleman 
while throwing forth such sentiments and language, 
he was forcibly reminded of Vesuvius, which, 
while its summit was clothed in white, vomited a 
fiery stream, which spread desolation and ruin 
wherever it came. 

Mr. MALLORY called Mr. N. to order, and 
asked, what had the course of the gentleman from 
Massachuset's to do with the adoption of a rule of 
order for the business of Congress? 

The CHAIR called Mr. Nisser again to order. 

Mr. N. observed that, after the course of the 
debate which had been going on here for days past, 
he thought it a little extraordinary that he could 
not be allowed even to deal gently with the con- 
duct of the gentleman. Mr. N. said he would not, 

even if he could, think of venturing within the 
reach of the arm of that venerable giant, because 
he might certainly caculate on annihilation as the 
consequence. He then went on to say he was pre- 
pared to vote for the resolution which had been now 
sent to the table. ‘The interests of the country, the 
expression of the public will so distinctly given, 
nay, the voice which seemed to proceed from the 
lifeless image of that glorious patriot, (pointing to 
the portrait of Washingten,) which was continually 
looking down on their deliberations, all united in 
calling them to action. True it was that they of 
the South had expected better things from Northern 
Whigs than an attempt to exclude the 2Ist rule of 
order, which guarantied the rights of Southern 
men; but§they had since made amends, (wiih the 
exception of the gentleman from Massachusetts.) 
If they had not gone with the South, they had met the 
South on middle ground. The gentleman from 
Vermont, (Mr. Everetr,] with a magnanimity 


which did him honor, had made what had hereto-, 


fore been considered as a Southern motion—(that 


| the question of reception should be laid upon the 


table]—a motion which proposed the very highest 
course of action which could, under existing cir- 
cumstances, be taken in reference to these peti- 
tions. He would remind gentlemen that this cours- 


| was that adopted by the Senate, and had been the 


rale observed also by this House previously to the 
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adoption of the much disputed 2lst rule of order; 
it was the highest course they could now take. 
Here were the Democrats ready to interpose at 
every step and clog the action of the House. Nor 
did he condemn them for this; they were in the 
opposition, and opposition m ght be said to be their 
parliamentary vocation. ‘There was a branch of the 
Whig party disposed to pass any measure short of 
the 2ist rule. What were they to do? Remain here 
forever in this state of inaction? in this region of 
confused aud uselss uproar, worse than Milton’s 
“Limbo of Vanity?” Was the Congress of the 
United States forever to remain suspended between 
organization and disorder? No. He, for one, was 
actuated by higher considerations. He claimed as 
stern a zeal for Southern rights as any gentleman 
on that floor, come he from what quarter he might; 
yet he was constrained to take the ground new of- 
fered to bim from high obligations of public duty. 
Could those who had sent gentlemen there, but wit- 
ness for themselves the scene that was presented in 
that hall from day to day, and now fiom week to 
week, they would shrink away in confusion, 
shame, and despondency. In saying this, Mr. N. 
had no purpose to shelter others exclusively of 
himself. Oh! if these sounds of wrangling and 
discord could penetrate the cold and silent recess 
where the remains of our late President reposed 
in their lastslumber, would not his mouldering bones 
shake and rattle in their hearse, or burst their cere- 
ments and come forth to reproach his countrymen? 
At an hour like this, with the public anxiety on 
the stretch, with public expectation on tip-toe, 
looking to see what great measures would be 
adopted for the relief of the country; with an Op- 
position compact and strong, exulting at what they 
witnessed in the camp of their opponents, did not 
the House exhibit to the world a spectacle alarm- 
ing to the party and disgraceful to our national 
character? Division among ourselves. mutual re- 
vilings, disregard of the popular will—what a pic- 
ture was this for the enemies of free government! 
He spoke not for others; he had not colleagued in 
this matter with any set of men; he went on his 
own responsibility, from his own views of duty, 
and he was now prepared to act. He should go 
for the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Struart.} He could say many things as to 
the parliamentary rules of order. He could enter 
on the general subject of the claims of the Aboli- 
tionists; but he should forbear, he bad forborne— 
forborne in agony of spirit: he had put reins upon 
his own indignant feelings until he had become al- 
most ungovernable by himself; but he would take 
the nobler course; he would consent to make a 
comparatively small sacrifice, and take what it was 
practicable to ebtain, in place of that full measure 
of justice which the South claimed in this matter 
as its due. He would now, according to promise, 
move the previous question. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved a call of the House. 

Mr. RHETT rose to debate the call for the pre- 
vious qnestion. He hoped it would not prevail; 
and he opposed it for two reasons. After debating 
this question of receiving petitions for sixteen or 
seventeen days, it became the House to seitle it 
one way or the other, and that not fora few days 
or months even, but for an entire Congress: where- 
as, if they adopted the compromise now proposed, 
instead of putting the question at rest for twe 
years to come, they merely ar:anged it for the pre- 
sent extra session. But there was another and a 
more important consideration, which had governed 
him. It had been intimated by the gentleman from 
Georgia who had just taken his seat, that to em- 
barrass the action of Congress was the proper na- 
tural province of a minority in opposition. No 
such purpose governed Mr. R. or ever should, 
where a question was at stake involving Southern 
interests and honor. He had endeavored to put 
this matter of Abolition petitions oa stronger and 
higher ground; a ground which was practicable, 
and which would, he thought, unite the views of a 
majority of the Fiouse. A proposilion had been 
prepared by a gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Brown,] and that gentleman would confer » favor 
on Mr. R. if he would new read it to the House 
for information. He referred to this measure not 
from any wish to embarrase the action of those 















































ius sc aoa 


cee ae eee 


i LET a aah 





Mee ape B®) ee 


a 


iota ces Reread Ne] ere 


. 


aie Ba 


me 
oe: 


BoC ais 


dae 


ee Se eee 


De hr 


ee 7M Ae 


tt a el 


censinhe et pci pasate, atin ta alti OC I ACLS EE 


ne ee 
— 


> 


ney OR 


* 


eet ss ¥ 
Se iebaeatane ened iae 46 
; 


IS 


x 


ae - 
ee eee OO EIN tC A 


é 
et 


58 


politically opposed to him. He desired the ques- 
tion should firsi be taken on the proposition of his 
friend from Pennsylvania, and then, if that should 
be rejected, he was ready io go for the resolution 
now offered by the gentleman from Virginia. The 
tormer setiled the question for two years: it was 
Mr. R's duty to give that his preference; and bis 
vote on the proposition now offered must be go- 
verned by the fate of that resolution. He hoped 
the gentleman would allow it now to be read. 

Loud cries of “No! No!” “Object.” 

Mr. BROWN of Pennsylvania, said he was op- 

d to taking the main question at this time. He 
lieved, with the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Ruerr] that, for the sake of peace and quiet- 
ness and the prosecution of the public business,i t 
would be best to make a more permanent settle- 
ment of the question. He admitted that he did 
not feel the same deep interest in the question as 
was manifested by the gentleman from Virginia 
and from Georgia; he might not, perhaps, believe 
that its settlement would be as beneficial to his con- 
stituents as they might think it would be to theirs; 
he could not, therefore, be expected to allow it that 
poramount importance which to them seemed ob- 
vious and indisputable. Yet he appeated to 
Southern gentlemen to say whether, after a ques- 
tion which they considered above all others in im- 
portance should have been settled by a vote of 
compromise, they would be willing to throw it 
afloat again at the regular meeting of Congress, to be 
held ina few months? Was not this to risk for 
themselves their rightsas a whole? He was en- 
tirely willing these rights should be guarantied by 
the rules of the House. He was persuaded, if 
they were allowed full and free discussion, they 
could find some spot of common ground where the 
advocates of the North and the defenders of the 
South, and the people of this Districtof Columbia, 
as well as the champions of the right of petition, 
could all find their rightssecured. While he said 
this, he was desirous to show gentlemen from the 
South that he claimed no right to interfere with 
slavery in the Southern States—not even by peti- 
tion. He held that petitions for redress of griev- 
ances of the petitioners alone. As well might those 
of his constituents who were united in their wishes 
and efforts to repeal the union of Ireland with 
Great Britain— 7 

{Here many voices called Mr. B. to order. ] 

Mr. B. said his proposition would show South- 
ern gentlemen that they had now an opportunity, 
if they thought the agitation of these questions so 
dangerous, to make the trial whether they could 
not secure their rights and effect the organization 
of the House at the same time. 

Mr. B. was here about to read again the resolu- 
tion, when Mr. PROFFITT objected to its being 
read. 

Mr. B. insisted that there could not be a stronger 
reason urged by him against the previous question 
than that he had another proposition which he 
deemed preferable to that now offered. 

Mr. MALLORY urged the propriety of having 
the paper read. 

Mr. BROWN then read it as follows: 

“Resolved, That the rules and orders of the last 
House of Representatives be adepted as_ the rules 


. and orders of this House during the present Con- 


gress, and that, instead of the 2ist rule, the follow- 
ing be adopted, to wit: 

“No petition, memorial, resolution, or other pa- 
per praying the abolition of slavery in any State, 
or the slave trade between the States, shall be re- 
ceived by this House; nor shall any petition, me- 
morial, resolution, or other paper praying the abo- 
lition of slavery or the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia or any of the Territories or the United 
States be received, unless they shall be from and 
signed exclusively by the people resident in the 
District or Territory where slavery or the slave 
trade is asked to be abohshed; and as to all such 
petitions, memorials, resolations, cr other papers 
thus signed, the question of reception shall be 
considered aS raised without motiun, and such 
question of reception shall be laid on the table 
withcut debaie.” 

Would not this allow the House to proceed to 
business? The gentleman from Georgia[Mr. Nisbet] 
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had charged upon the Democratic members of the 
House an insidious design to disorganize the House 
and impede its action. Mr. B. averred that he had 
voted according to the best cicta'es of his judg- 
ment. He did not beleve the Qist rule te be a 
good rule, and he should vote agains: i'; but he 
thought he should vote for the propesition of the 
gentleman frem Virginia. He had offered his own 


| without consultation with any Democratic member 


of the blouse, and he had heard but one sentiment 
expressed when they had been informally assembled, 
and that was that no factious movement ought 
to be made for the purpose of thwarting the ma- 
jority. (They had seen quite enough of that from 
the other side when a minority themselves.) They 
had made ro motion, and but one speech, and yet 
they were charged with throwing firebrands into 
that House to kindle a flame of discord, and stop 
the progress of public basiness. Oa the cuntrary, 
they were desirous of promoting harmony of ac- 
tion. 

Mr. MORGAN here called Mr. Brown to 
order. 

Toe CHAIR inquired what was the point of 
order he made. 

Mr. MORGAN said that the remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania were irrelevant, and 
so out of order. 

The CHAIR decided Mr. 
order. 

Mr. BROWN observed that, when the charge 
he alluded to against the Demociats of the House 
had been made by the gentleman from Georgia, 
{[Mr. Nisset,] he had not been called to order; 
and surely it was not more out of order to reply to 
the charge than it had been to make it. 

Mr. BOTTS here ca!led Mr. Brown to order. 
It could not be that such remarks were in order on 
a motion for the previous question. 

Mr. WISE here called Mr. Borts to order. 

Mr. BOTS insis‘ed on his objection. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was replying, afier 
a motion for the previous question, to remarks 
which had been made before that question had beea 
moved, 

The CHAIR, upon this view of the matter, de- 
cided Mr. Brown to have been out of order. 

Mr. BOTS. Can he, then, proceed without 
leave of the House? 

Mr. WISE. I move he have leave to proceed, 

[Cries of “Agreed, agreed.”] 

Mr. BROWN was permitted to proceed, and ob- 
served that he had been tanght something. He had 
some feeling of favorto the Sou h, be had once 
lived in Old Virginia for six years as the gentleman 
{Mr. Borrs] well knew; and hehad been taught 
to believe that, it there was any chivalry in the 
country, it was in the South; yet here one gentle- 
man from Georgia got up and charged the whole 
body of Democratic members with a design of pre- 
venting the organization of the House of R:pre- 
sentatives; and another gentleman—from Virginia, 
too—gol up aud insisted that to reply to the charge 
was notin order! Mr. B. said that injurious con- 
sequences almost always sprang out of calls for the 
prev ous question. A member moved the previous 
question; another member of the same political 
sentiments asked him to withdraw it; he consented, 
provided that member would renew it; that mem- 
ber renewed the motion, and then withdrew it at 
the request cf another of his political friends. This 
was the course pursued; and such acourse might 
better be stigmatized as throwing tirebrands inte the 
House than any thing Mr. B. or his friends had done. 
This was the firebrand they were willing to put 
out; he hoped they would do it; and not fora few 
weeks, but for the Congress entire; so that, when 
they should meet here in December, they might not 
meet, the Norh against the South. Mr. B. very 
honestly confessed that he hoped gentlemen would 
never consummate the business for which the ma- 

jority bad come together; they certainly never 

should do so by bis vote; bur, after they should 
bave established a Bank, and distributed the public 
lands, and regulated the currency—after they had 
done all this——- 

{Here Mr. B. was loudly called to order.] 

Mr. B. said this question ought not to be left 
open till December; he wanted at once to close the 


Brown to be in 





breach. He trasted their rights and liberties would 
demand some*oi their care, and this eternal ques- 
tion of Abolition, on which political demagogues a: 
one end of the Union and at the opposite end of the 
Union had ridden into power. He hoped the ques- 
tiou would not again be stirred till the Constitu- 
tion expired, or crumbied mto atoms. 

Mr. ALFORD of Georgia hoped he should be 
permitted to submit the few remarks he wished to 
offer, without interruption, particularly as he meant 
to say what he had to say in the coolest and most 
dispassionate manner. I had been a rule with him 
throughout life, whenever he considered himself as 
in imminent danger, persona! or political, to keep 
his mind in as cool a siate as possible. He hoped 
the motion for the previous question would not be 
sustained. If he rightly understood the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Sruarr,)} the rules of order were not left by it in 
a safe condition, as they had been by the resolution 
of the gentleman from Maryland on his right, [Mr. 
W.C. Jounson.] He wished to koow whether it 
was the understanding of the Cnair and of the 
Hodse that, by this resolution, the 21st rule of or- 
der was excluded? 

Mr. STUART replied that the gentleman from 
Georgia must judge for himself whether that rule 
would be excluded or not, because he must judge 
for himself what had been adopted by the House 
at the present session. Mr. S’s resolution proposed 
that ali the rules adopted at the Jast Congress shouid 
remain in force, save so much of them as was su- 
perseded by the action of the House ai the present 
session. He would read the resolution, that the 
gentleman might judge of its impert. [Here Mr. 
S. read the resolution moved by him.] For him- 
self, he considered the 21st rule as having beea 
thus superseded. 

Mr. ALFORD resumed. Then I consider it 
my most solemn duty to oppose the proposition of 
the gentleman from Virginia. li is my sworn duty. 
I have once pledged myself to my constituents, un- 
der oath, and I could not forego this course thouch 
the dome of this Capitol shouid tumble on my head. 
I can accept of no compromise. I shall be satis- 
fied with nothing short of an act of the House ab- 
solutely rejecting the resolution. I hope the House 
will not organize itself until this matter is setiled. 
I trust that every man whose heart is true to the 
South, and who has supported the resolution of the 
gentleman from Maryland, never will yield one 
inch until the 2Ist rule shall have been re-esta- 
blished. I hold it to tejof all questions the most 
vitally important. What was the condition of 
things whea lcame here? That 2lst rule had been 
established by a vote of the House—ihe questiva 
of Abolition had died. P 

Mr. EVERETT here called Mr. Atrorp to or- 
der, observing that he could not debate the main 
question after the previous question had been 
moved. 

The CHAIR decided thai Mr. A. must confine 
himself to remarks on the previous question. 

Mr. ALFORD. Very well; | know perfectly 
that if that gentleman had power over me I should 
not proceed at all. I frankly confess that all I 
hope for is suspended on the expectation that the 
South will stand firm and consent to no compro- 
mises; that those who supported the resolution of 
the gentleman from Maryland will stick to their 
integrity, and not assent to aay of this patch- 
work. We stand here isolated and alone, on 
the sure and stable rock of State Rights. I 
hope we shall not throw ourselves into the arms 
of either party, and that I shall never see the ¢lo- 
ry and honor of the constitutional rights of my 
country converted into a football for mere party 
play. Bat they have been made such. When- 
ever the South has given way, Southern rights have 
been sacrificed. Here are gentlemen on both sides 
declaring their assent that Abolition petitions shal! 
be received. Now, l say that if you exciude the 
Qist rule it is nothing to us that you grant us a 
short respite during the extra session of this most 
extraordinary Congress. What! shall we submit 
to accept of a resolution which tells us that Abo- 
lition memorials may be received in future after a 
short respite of a few weeks? Is that the compre- 
mise proposed to us? And shall we be satisfied be- 
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cause We are told we may rest quiet for a moment? || we cannot haul down our colors. 


What is the language it addresses to the South? 
“Judgment is gone aga nst the Constitution, and 
judgment of death is gone against you, but be per- 
jectiy quiet, you shall not be executed until next 
sesion; we are going to give away the public lands, 
to establish a Baok, and to extend the tariff, and if 
you work well in the fills you may live to-day, but 
to-morrow you die. Let this 21st rule be rescinded, 
let the blood of the Constitution flow round your 
feet; let it perish, and all Southern rights with i', 
still you shall have peace for amomen!; and can 
you reject this as a compromise?” Do gentlemen 
suppose we are going to submit to this? No, this 
js no time for the Southto submit. Now is the day 
and now is the hour—il is with the South the dark- 
est hour of all, and if there is one single man that 
bas the soul of his fathers in him, he will stand 
firm to the death. 

Mr. ARNOLD here called Mr. Atrorp to order. 
These remarks had nothing to do with the previous 
question. 

Mr. ALFORD insisted that he was strictly in or- 
der. He was arguing against the adoption of the 
previous question, and was urging as areason why 
itshould not be adopted; that it it was, and the re- 
solation of compromise was agreed to, the 2st rule 
would be rescinded. Mr. A. had no doubt the gen- 
tlemen who had vo'ed with the gentieman from 
Mas:achusetts began to feel uneasy. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Not at all; not in the least. 

Mr. ALFORD. Questions of order cover a 
multitude of things; but if that gentleman had 
known him, he would have known that it only 
put Mr. A. into better tune to be interrupted. [A 
laugh } 

No, (said Mr. A.) Ihave not wandered a step 
from the path of order. I am against the previous 
question, because this resolution is against the 
South. I did hope, after all that has been said and 
done here, that no Southern man would shrink 
from his daty. After the open declaration that 
the 2lst rule should be rescinded, can any man 
with Southern blood in his veins prove so recreant 
as to vote for this previous question? I oppose the 
previous question beeause I wish that a substitute 
may be offerecfor the resolation, declaring that Abo- 
lition petitions shall be rejected as long as Congress 
shall have power to resist their reception. I desire 
that the Constitution shall not be violated for the 
accommodation of Abolitionists or any other per- 
sons. Asto what has now been said I have no person- 
al reply or personal remark to make in regard to it. I 
kaow that the Southern representation here could 
hold the balance of power in this House if they 
would but be true to themselves and the Constitu- 
tion. And Ll hope they will not vote for the previ- 
ous question til ail such petitions are excluded 
forever. [care nothing for your respite, when I 
still see the gallows over my head. Let every 
slaveholder and every Southern man, and every 
Nvrithern man who is friendly to the South, sand 
firm in thisdark hour. Let me tell gentlemen that 
all this agitation has been got up by the repeal of 
this 2lst rule, and it is already turillmmg from this 
centre. ° » . . * 

Mr. ARNOLD said that he could not stand by 
and hear this—it was an Abolition speech. 

Mr. MALLORY. I call the gent'eman from 
Tennessee to order. 

The CHAIR decided Mr. Atronp not to be in 
order. 

Mr. ALFORD. I was giving reasons against 
the previous question until a substitute can be 
offered guarding the rights of the persecuted South. 
If Lhad been discussing slavery in tue abstract, it 
would have been ont of order; bat I must contend, 
that so long as the Constitution is violated by the 
rejecuon of the rule which protects our rights, it 1s 
our duty to be firm untila rule shall be established 
rejecting Abolition petitions altogether. Ought not 
every Southern man to stand like the Rock of 
Ages, and suffer himself to be cut to pieces before 
he yields up the point? Nothing but the 21st 
rule, or something like it, will ever do for me and 
my consiituents. The course of the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. W. C. Jounson] has im- 
mortalized him as the champion of Southern 
tights. He has spread our flag to the breeze, and 
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Am I to 
| die, is my conntry to perish, by the exercise 
| of a power altogether unconsututional? If s», let 
me die now, here, this moment. If there is death 
in the sentence, let there be no postponement. If 
| Abolitionists in diguice, calling themselves Whigs 
and Democrats, are to enslave me and my chil- 
| dren forever, what matter is it whether they do it 
| now or on the first of December nex? I say we 
| hold the balance of power. Tne Whigs in this 
| House will not consent to what is proposed by the 
| Demecrats, and the Democrats will not consent to 
| what is proposed by the Whies. Let us, then, 
| resist both tll justice sball be done to the South. 
| Bat if the previous question is to be fore d upon 
| us, let it come now. It may as well be now 
| as at any other time. If it fails, then I wish the 
gentleman from Maryland would introduce his re- 
| solation. 
| Mr. PICKENS said that the propriety of the 
| previous question might, under the parliamentary 
| law, be debated, and he wished to offer a few re- 
| marks in justification of his course on this vcea- 
| Sion. He was notin favor of the previous ques- 
| tion, because it had been calicd on a resoluuon 
| whch went to adopt the rules of the last House 
| of Representatives as ours; and this he did not 
Wish to prevail. He thought the matter stood very 
well as itstood now; he preferred the parliamen- 
tary law to any rules of order which the House 
bad ever enacted. The law of Parliament, as es- 
tablished by usage in England, was the rule of 
common s* bse. 

Mr. EVERETT here calied Mr. Pickens to 
order, on the ground that he was debating the main 
questicn 

The CHAIR said that to debate the main ques- 
tion was not in order. 

Mr. PICKENS said he should not discuss the 
main question. He appealed to the experience of 
the country during the last four years, and was 
confident that the adoption of the parliamentary 
law would be productiue of no worse consequences 
than had grown out of the rule which had been 
enforced during the last few years. It was a very 
simple rule when well undersiood. He should pro- 
poseto gointo Commitiee of the Whole on the 
President’s Message, and refer the several subjects 
it contained to select comunittees, instead of stand- 
ing committees. ; 

Mr. P. protested against the allusion made by 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Nisbet] to the 
course of certain gentlemen in the House as de- 
signed to thwart its organization. Were it in or- 
der, be wou'd argue that question. He insisted 
that the rejection of the resvlation now offered 
would go to promote the organiza'ioa of the Liouse, 
and not to prevent or impede it. He would appeal 
to the experience of our last four years, and ask 
wat ground there had been to assimilate the aec- 
tion of that Houre to that ofa heavealy body. To 
him it seemed more jike Pandemonium, and it 
sounded in tis ear very much like sacrilege to cail 
upon theia to assimilate themselves to things 
heavealy. Ele was very sure that would be im. 
possible sheuld taey adopt the rules of the last 
Congress. 

Mr. NISBET here explained, and was under 
stood to deay that he had compared the action of 
that House to any thing that was heavenly. 

Mir. PICKENS resumed, and said that the gen- 
Ueman from Georgia, who had just resumed his 
seat, (Mr. Atrorp,] had well remarked that the 
resolution which had been offered involved the 
question, emphatically (he question, the great ques- 
tion, for the South. Mr. P. was not going to chaf- 
fer with it. He called upon gentlemen to bear 
him witness that he haa not surred this question 
during the last four years, and it was the diseus- 
sien whica had been gotten upin regard to it that 
made it pre-cmineniiy the question. Mr. P. said 
he could not yield one singie inch and maintain the 
interest and honer of the country. Who hed ob- 
jected to the rule:? Had it been the minority? 
Had noi the objection proceeded from the majority, 
or at least froma portion of thea? The 2ist rule 
involved the quesiion and the whole question. 
And gentlemen had taken on themselves the re- 
sponsibility of making a depariure from the 
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rales as they stood. Why did they not orga- 
nize the Hleuse under the rules of the jast Con- 
gress? They bad the majority, and they could 
have done it—and they, and they alone, were 
responsible to the country jor the state of things 
which now existed. The geatleman from 
Virginia uow asked the House to come up to the 
previous question after his fiend bad forced it into 
11s presen; situation, Was it right that the previous 
question should be sustained under such circum. 
stances? If the. House should refuse to sustain it, 
then the resolution wou'd be open to such amend- 
ments as might be feasible. One of these was to 
resolve thatthe proceedings cf the House should 
be governed by the parliamentary law instead of 
asysiem of written rules. His life on it, a mea- 
sure hke that would redeem the House from the 
miserable confusion which had prevailed. Mr. P, 
should vote against the previous question, breause 
he preferred the parliamentary law of Great 
Britain. H-had no wish to thwart the organiza- 
tion of the House, but under the cireumstances 
which had been thrast upon him by the gentieman 
irom Mas.achusetts and his associates, he dare not 
recede. li would be treason in him to do so, and 
as to the imputation which had been cast upon 
him, he threw it back with scorn. 

Mr. HABERSHAM ot Georgia said that he was 
opposed to the previous questioa, but in siating the 
reasons of that opposition he did not propose to 
occupy the time of the House, and were he even 
inclined to do so, his strength was not such as to 
admit of it. He had now beenin Congress during 
three sessions. He had been an atientive listener 
to ail the debates which, during that period, had 
occurred on the Abolition qusstion, but had never 
before enjoyed an opportunity of offering a few 
words in explavation of the opinions and views he 
entertained inregard to it. And should be, in the 
course of the brief remarks he was now about to 
make, inadvertently deviate from the «direct ques- 
tion before the House, he hoped they would treat 
him with indalgence. 

Mr. H. was opposed to the previous question 
main'y because he preferred the resolution which 
had been read by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia over the way [Mr. C. Brown] to that which 
had been moved by the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Srvuanr.] The former resolution was in en- 
ure conformity with the opinion Mr. H. now held, 
and had always held, in reference to the course 
proper to be pursued with these Abolition peti- 
lions, 

He had acted from the first on the opinion that 
that House had no right to pass ia any shape upon 
the question of Abolition. He had ever believed 
that Congress had no jurisdiction over the subject, 
and no right whatever to agi‘ate it before the na- 
tion, He was opposed to the reception of all peti- 
tions praying direcily for abolition, or from which 
the question of abolition might be raised. Should 
they even proceed from citizens of the District of 
Columbia, he should stil hold the same opinion, 
because, although this body stood to the D,striet in 
the relation of i's local Legislature, yet as such it 
could possess no right to divest any citizen of ves'- 
ed rights. Should three-fourths of all the slave- 
holders in the District petition for the abolition of 
slavery within the ten miles square, no act of Con- 
gress passed in compliance with their petition could 
divest the remaining foarih partof such slave hold- 
ers of their vested right in the slaves they held. 
He never had, never could, nor ever would, vote 
for any proposition which either directly or 
by implication went to countenance the idea that 
that House had any power whatever to act on the 
subject of slavery. 

From the position Mr. H. had recently oceupied 
some gentlemen seerred to supposte that he might 
have entertained different sennments; but if any 
gentlemen suppose! that, viewing ali the transac- 
tions of the last weex, Mr. H. had had any agency 
in propesiog or bringing forwaid a compromise 
on that subject, they were entirely mistaken. If 
he had duriog that time drawn up a resolution, it 
had caly been wich a desire to raise a safe barrier 
behind which the South might rally shonid the 
pending resolation be rejected. Mr. H. said he 
should vote against the previous question. If it 
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failed, he should then vote in favor of the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Baown;} and if that shou!d be rejected, and no 
other should be offered more consonant to his feel- 


ings than that now proposed by the gentleman from | 


Virginia, [Mr. Sruart,] then he should feel bound 
to vote for this Jast proposition. Mr. H. said 
that the members of that House had no right to 
dally or play with the patience of the people. The 
entire pation was looking up to Congress for relief 
from their distresses, and if he could give them 
that relief without compromiitting his principles as 
a Southern man, he felt himself in conscience 
bound to doit. The resolution of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Sruarr,] did not compromit 
them. Although the resolauon was confessedly a 
compromise of the matter in dispute, it was tempo- 
rary only, being expressly eonfined to the limits of 
the present session. If, then, the resolution pro- 

osed by the gentleman from Pennsydvania [Mr. 

nown,]} should not prevail, Mr. H. would vote for 
that of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Stuanr. 
Not, however, on the principle of compromise, for 
Mr. H. had no compromise to make, butin view 
of the necessities of the country. 

Mr. GENTRY observed that he was differently 
situated in reference to this matter from all the 
gentlemen around him, and he therefore hoped he 
might throw himself on the generosity of the 


House, and hoped for its indulgence should he | 


even fail in strictly confining himself to the’ rules 
of order. He did not intend to discuss the gene- 
rai questions which had been raised, but would 


now avow his determination to vote in favor of the | 
resolution presented by the gentleman from Virgi- | 


nia, (Mr. Sruart.] The denunciations of his 
Southern friends would not induce him to vary 
from that determination. He should go for the re- 
solution because it put him in the condition in 
which he desired to be. 
friend from Maryland |Mr. Wm. C. Jonnson] 
would wear his laurels long. Mr. G. certainly 
would be the very last man to pluck one leaf from 
his brow; but he did not think that the resolution 
offered by that geartleman, at the last session, 
would have exactly the effect which some gentle- 
tlemen in the House seemed to suppose. 

The CHAIR here called Mr. Gentry to order, 
reminding him that the question before the House 
was on a motion for the previous question. 

Mr. GENTRY resumed. The previous ques- 
tion had reference to the resolution moved by the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Srvasr,] the ef- 
fect of which would be to adjourn the question of 
the reception of Abolition petitions to the regular 
session of Congress in the fall. For this proposi- 
tion gentlemen on all sides might vote, in order 
that the House might be organized, and might 
forthwith proceed to discharge those high and so- 


lemn duties to which it had been called by the man- | 


date of the public voice. In voting for a resoju- 
tion like this, Mr. G. did not feel that he was re- 
ereant to the righis of the South; and he would tell 
the gentleman {rom Georgia [Mr. ALrorp] that ar- 
guments of denunciation were not the best calcu- 
lated to unite the Southern plalanx as one man. 
United, indeed, they were, as the heart of one man, in 


the maintenance of their rights; but they might not | 


all agree as to the best mode of maintaining them. 
Waiving these questions, and looking at conside. 
rations of expediency, Mr. G. felt that there were 
other reasons in favor of the resolution of com- 
promise. He had voted against rescinding the 
Qist rule because he believed it would bring them 
into this very condition. It was most desirable 
that the question should be adjourned to the next 
session; then it might be taken up, and fully dis- 
cussed in its whole length and breadtb; but, in the 


mean while, there were high and imperative dutics | 


which demanded the action of Congress. Such a 
course did not compromit the nights of the South. 
Mr. G. stood as strongly and decidedly for those 
rights as any man could do. His whole destiny 
was with the South, now and forever; and when 
he acted on that ques ion, he should act on it as to 
be settled, now and iovever. 

He believed, however, tbat ine South had lost 
much from having taken wrong ground. kt muit 
be manifest to every body that it would be impos 


lle hoped his honorable | 
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sible much longer to keep those Abolition petitions 
outof the House. The accession of strength no 
the side of the North, under the new census, would 
render the hope of this futile, and he held it better 
that they should do voluntarily and in time what 
they would eventually have to do, whether willing 
or not. But what then? Was the Southern cause 
to be considered as lost if a nasty, filthy, con- 
temptible Abolition petition should find its way in- 
to the House? If so, then the destinies of the South 
were not worth fighting for. It had most truly 
been said that the battle for Southern rights must 
be fought in the North. He wished to tear down 





the veil behind which ambitious polititicians could | 
Then it would be clearly | 


now play the patriot. 
seen whether geatiemen would league themselves 
with Abolitionists, or would stand up with the 
South for the docirines of the Constituiion. 

Mr. STANLY here called Mr. Gentry to order. 

And the SPEAKER decided that he was out of 
order. 

Mr. GENTRY. I knew it, but I had thrown 
myself on the generosily of the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I hope the gentleman will be 
permitted to proceed. 

Mr. GENTRY. No, sir, the gentleman will not 
proceed. I never have discussed a question of or- 
der, and I never will. As soon as gentiemen begin 
to callme to order, I conclude they do not wish to 
hear me, and when that is the case, I will never 
continue io speak. I have done. 

Mr. GAMBLE said he had intended to give a 
silent vote on this question, as well as on every 
other which might be presented at the present ses- 
sion, but he could never consent to allow himself to 
be dragooned into a vote by being charged with be- 
ing recreantto his duty as a Southern map, if he 
did not take a particular course, which course 
might be repugnant to his sense of right and of 
duty. He, however, did not intend to give a silent 
vote. He was a Southern man, and his purpose 
was to vote for the previous question, because he 
conceived it to be his duty todoso. But, as he 
had just said, he was not to be dragooned into a 
vole contrary to his judgment, lest he should be 
charged with being recreant to his duty as a South- 
ern man. He was not to be alarmed by all the 
threats of danger to the South on account of the 
movements of the Abolitionists. He thought there 
was no danger whatever to be apprehended from 
that class of men. And he believed that the South 
would surrender no right in giving the vote, which 
he hoped they would give, in supporting the call 
for the previous question. Indeed, he thought it 
was right and proper that that question should be 
called, because, unless it was, it was impossible to 
say when the House would be organized. If 
it was left to his own choice only, he thought he 
should prefer the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brows] to that already 
before the House. But from what had taken place 
here, they had no right to suppose that they could 
reach that proposition, or, even if they did, that 
they could sustain it. They had been frittering 
away the time of the House for between two and 
three weeks, and what progress, he would ask, had 
they made in despatching the business of the coun- 
try, for which purpose they had been specially con- 
vened?) None whatever; and if they wert on dis- 
cussing this question, the debate would be intermi- 
nable. Hehad had a seat on that floor six or 
eight years ago, and there was then no such rule as 
the twenty-first, and no difficulty or trouble was felt 
at that lime on this subject of Abolition petitions. 
It did seem to him now that gentlemen had conjured 
up in their own heated imaginations difficulties 
which, in fact, had no rea! foundation. He con- 
sidered the people of the South in no danger what- 
ever from the petitions of the Abolitionists. Then 
why, he would ask, should gentlemen be consum- 
ing the time of the House in discussing this ques- 
tion, and talking of imaginary dangers—for they 
were nothing more—with which the Sow hern States 
were threatened? In fact there was no reality in all 


ihis, and this debate bad been so protracted as to | 


be past ail endurance, and he therefore wished it 
putanend to. He would lend his aid in stopping 


this debate, and would vote for the adoption of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Virgiaia, {[Mr. 
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Sruart,] which, ashe humbly conceived, yielded 
no right, and postponed this question until the re- 
gular meeting of Congress in December next. Gen- 
tlemen came not here to battle for Abolitionism, 
but, he trusted, for a nobler purpose. Why, then, 
he inquired, should they fritter away their strength, 
and waste their time, on that which was useless, 
and which must be profitless in the end? He saw no 
good to result from this state of things. What 
good had already been obtained from pursuing 
this course? None whatever, except perhaps by 
the printers, who might have been benefited in 
publishing what had transpired here. It seemed, + 
then, with all due deference to those who had 
occupied this floor, and arrayed themselves on 
the same side that he had done, that they had 
raised a new issue before the nation, and that was 
whether Abolition petitions shail be presented in 
reference to the District of Columbia rather than 
in regard to the abolition of slavery in the States. 
He repeated what he had already said, that there 
was no danger to be apprehended, and, even if 
there was, the South could well defend her rights. 
They were prepared for the Abolitionists whenever 
they chose to come. It seemed to him that they 
had been discussing every thing except that which 
the nation were anxiously expecting them to act 
upon and dispose of. It was high time they set 
to work in good earnest, and with all possible 
speed, to transact the public business for which 
they had been specially convened. As yet, how- 
ever, they had actually done nothing, and had not 
marched even one inch towards the great objects 
which had called Congress together. When they 
first arrived in this city, he had heard pledges and 
promises from every quarter that there should be 
action, and not speaking. But what had been the 
course of things here? Why, the very reverse of 
all this. The eyes of the whole country were 
turned anxiously and expectingly towards this 
Congress, to ascertain what it was going to do for 
the relief of the country. And, unfortunately, 
here they had been wasting their time in fighting 
the battles of Abolitionism, instead of acting upon 
the many important and vital questions which 
come before them. What would the country think 
of this? Would they be tolerated in this extraor- 
dinary and unexampled course of proceeding? He 
was impressed with the conv ction that there ought 
to be some concession and compromise entered 
into upon this question, and the sooner it was done 
the better for the country. It was high time time 
they should each make a partial surrender of their 
peculiar opinions on the altar of patriotism and 
the public good, and proceed forthwith to dispose 
of the business for which they had been convened 
under the proclamation of the late President. He 
was decidedly of the opinion that the previous 
question ought to be called, and also that the pro- 
position of the gentleman from Virginia should be 
adopted. He could not give a silent vote in the 
face of the denunciation that Southern men were 
abandoning their principles. 

Mr. C.H.WILLIAMS said that he was aSonth- 
ern man, and that he didnot believe slavery was a 
religious, naoral or political evil. We had now been 
here two weeks and three days, discussing—wha\? 
Why, the question of Abolition—a subject entirely 
foreign to the purposes for which Congress had 
been specially convened. After referring to what 
bad been done since the meeting of Congress, and 
regretting the waste of time that had resulted 
therefrom, he expressed his sincere hope that a 
postponement of this question would take piace 
until the next meeting of Ccngress, in December 
next, and that the House will immediately proceed 
to the despatch of those vital and important 
questions which Congress had met especially to 
censider. 

Mr. HOLMES entered into a brief but particu- 
lar examination of the question then before the 
House, and stated the consequences resulting from 
the manner in which it might be decided. 

Mr. GILMER said that, notwithstanding ibe 
debate bad taken a wide range, he couldnot bat 
feel a very strong desire to sayfsomething, n0', 
however, on the main question, but something 
which, in his humble opinion, might, perhaps, lead 
toa final disposition of this question, And if, in 
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doing so, he should trespass one hair’s breadth to 
the right or to the left from the line of order, he 
hoped he would be parduned by the Honse. He 
could assure the House that he felt the most ear- 
nest solitude for the settlement of this question on 
this day. It would bea useles and unnecessary 
task to go into detail, for the purpose of showing 
why ithad not been disposed of before this time. 
This question had Jed to crimination and recrimina- 
tion, and fruitless debate, which could do no good, 
here or elsewhere. But itcould nothave escaped 
the attention of the House, as it certainly would 
not escape that of the county, that, on more occa- 
sions than one, it had been in the power of 
Southern men to have settled this question, not for 
this extra session only, but for the present Con- 


ress. 
. Mr. STANLY called the gentleman to order 
on the ground that he was wandering irom the sub- 


ect. 

Mr. GILMER continued. He would not ask 
the indulgence of being allowed to follow in the 
footsteps of his predecessor, inasmuch as he dil 
not desire to follow an evil example. He would 
not, therefore, if the Chair thought his remarks 
were out of order on the point which he was dis- 
cussing, Say any thing more. He did not approve 
of the application of the previous question in this 
instance, and approved of the resolution of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brown.] The 
previous question was not always the safest and 
surest method of despatching business. It wasa 
matter of far more importance with himself and 
the gentlemen from North Carolina and South 
Carolina, that this question should be settled finally 
and correctly, than that it should be unsettled by 
indefinite action. He was well aware, however, 
that we had debated this question too long, and 
there were no men in that Hlouse whom he would 
sooner call to his aid, in order to bring it to aclose, 
than those gentlemen. And he believed that, if the 
proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
gould be fairly compared, front to front, with that 
of his colleague, they would be able to close this 
unfortunate discussion to-day. [Here Mr. G. ex- 
amined and stated the effect of his co!league’s reso- 
lution } 

Mr. STUART here rose and explained what he 
conceived would be the effect of his resolution. 

Mr. GILMER resumed by saying that, from the 
reading cf the resolution, gentlemen would be at 
no loss to pereeive what might be the consequences 
which would result from its adoption. There were 
questions of infinite importance to be considered 
and settled. But while gentlemen were arranging 
the furniture of the house, let them take care that 
the house itself did not take fire. They had been 
admonished that this question was of infinitely 
more importance than any other that could come 
before this House, and that nothing could be settled 
untilthis was‘settled. An conceiving that this 
resolution of his colleague did settle the ques- 
tion, but only for this session, and no longer, 
and that, at the commencement of the regu- 
lar session in December next, we should return 
here to renew the question and the combat, 
he felt himself bound to oppore the adoption of his 
resolution. He contended that his colleague’s pro- 
position was no:hing more nor less than a declara- 
ton of war on this question. And while this 
House had been discussing a question of civil war, 
another branch, at the other end of the Capi‘ol, 
had been debating a question of foreign war, and 
the public mind bad been greatly inflamed and ex- 
cited on the agitation of the subject of Abolition 
here. He repeated, then, that he went for the pro- 
position of the gentleman from Pennsylvania be- 


cause it settled the question for the present Con- 


gress. And he asked if gentlemen did not see an 
advantage in tha 


such agony hesilated to settle this question! But 


let gentlemen remember that if it is to be put at rest, 
it must be upon some such basis as this. He trust- 
ed, then, that these two propositions would be 
be brought fairly before it. For himself he declared 
that he was not desirous to discuss the main ques- 
ion at all, nor to postpone the subject till Decem- 
ber. But he would warn gentlemen not to unsettle 
the public sentiment of the country in settling this 
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point of order. He confessed that he was surprised 
at the remark of the gentleman from Tennessee 
when he said that he looked with disgust upon the 
proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
because the gentleman belonged to a different par- 
ty. He (Mr. G.) would say, as respected himself, 
that on this question he knew no party; he locked 
only to the Constitution, to the great interesis of 
the country, and to the interes!s of his constituents. 
He implored gentlemen act to permit sectional or 
local prejudices to enter inte the settlement of this 
question. He would now conclude with saying 
thathe would vote against the previous question. 
Mr. STUART said that he would speak upon 
the main question, and not upon the propriety of 
calling the previous question. He had a few words 
to say in regard to the resolution which he had had 
the honor to submit. It appeared to him that this re- 
solution involved no principle whatever. He 
would say that the remark made by his frierd 
from Virgimia to show that the previous question 
ought not now be put, because it involyed matter 
of principle, was entirely unfounded. It was a 
question of time and not of principle; it was a 
question as to when the House should consider the 
question, and not as to how they should settle it. 
The proposition he (Mr. S.) had had the honor to 
submit adjourns the question over to a more suita- 
ble period, but the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania proposed to settle the question 
now—to go into the whole subject of reception 
of Abolition petitions. Now, he would say 
that Congress having been convened to consi- 
der questions of the utmost importance, they 
ovght not to go into the consideration of other 
business than that which they were here to de- 
spatch. Had they they not better go home to 
their constituents and ascertain what their opi- 
nion was in regard to these erciting topics? He en- 
tained no fears on this subject. Hedid not boast 
of having firmer nerves than other gentlemen; but 
he looked with contempt on the cry that there was 
danger to be apprehended from this question of 
Abolition. He proposed by his resolution to post- 
pone the settlement of this question till the regular 
session of Congress, and when the proper time ar- 
rived he would tell gentlemen, as a Southern man, 


he would be found standing shoulder to shoulder 
with them. He weuld be found as firm as his 















friend from Virginia (Mr. Gitmer] was in his 
maintenance of Southern rights. Bat, at present, 
the question was as to the mode and manner in 
which this question should be disposed of for the 
present. He wanted to know what Northern men 
meant by their efforts to trample upon Southern 
rights. He would pledge himself in his place that 
at the proper time le would meet gentlemen of a!] 
parties to give them an opportunity to discuss this 
subject to the bottom, and notin a spirit of vio- 
lence and denunciation, not in a spirit of anger and 
vituperation, but in a spirit that became an Ame- 
rican statesman. 

Mr. WISE rose and made some remarks in re- 
ply to what had fallen from the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Nispet,] which he concluded by say- 
ing that he took the rebuke administered to him 
in the utmost kindness and good-will. He then 
proceed to notice the remarks of the gentle- 
mea from Georgia, [Mr. Gamete] and those 
of the gentlemen from Tennessee and Ken 
tucky, and others. Adverting to what had 
fallen from Mr. Sroarr, he remarked that he 
had no objeetion to break a Jance with that gen- 
tleman, either now or in December next, on this 
question. He had heard it said that Northern men 
had declared that they would not organize this 
House until Southern men acknowledged their 
right to present Abolition petitions here. Now this 
was the most fearful issue that had ever been pre- 
sented to the Congress of the United States. This 
was the most fearfal question that had ever been 
presented to the North and the South. The effect 
of the previous question would lead, as his col- 
league before him had said, to the postponement of 
this question for this session. He (Mr. W.) ob- 
jected to the previous question, especially as it 
would leave this battle on the subject of Abolition 
petitions exactly where it was now. He begged to 
be permitted to say that if he bad lost any thing by 
















































61 


- —— 





taking a strong position, the South had lost more. 
His triend from Tennessee assigned as a reason 
why the South could not hold on to the ground it 
had taken, the fact that the next census would re- 
duce its strength here below what it was at present. 
Mr. W. then went on to argue that that very fact 
was the strongest possible reason why the South 
should not yie!d what it had already held. 

Mr.MARSHALL said that he knew this question 
had been discussed at great length over and over 
again, ever since the commencement of the ses- 
sion, and therefore he would not detain ihe House 
any longer than was absolutely necessary’ to en- 
able him to say what he desired on this occasion. 
After stating what he sapposed to be the real state 
of the question before the House, he went on to 
say that, if any thing stronger than another could 
be urged in favor of this resolution, it was the fact 
that both the gentleman from Massachusetis [Mr. 
Apams] and Virginia [Mr. Wise] were opposed to 
it foto celo. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
voted against it because it violated his principle, 
and the gentleman from Virginia did so for the 
same reason. And both having thoughtso, it must 
be right. [Laughter.] Mr. M. having here sta- 
ted the character of the different resolutions which 
had been before the House, and the state of the 
question then pending, went on to remark, in a 
jocular vein, that if the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts and the gentleman from Virginia had been 
left out of this House, this question as to the pre- 
sentation of Abolition petitions would have been 
settled long ago. Now, in making this remark, he 
meant no disrespect to either ot the gentlemen. 
And he would say here that no man on that floor 
admired the gentleman from Virginia more than 
he did. 

Mr. M. here traced the history of the various 
motions in respect to the ist rule, and then went 
on to say that gentlemen might stir this Abolition 
question as they pleased, but there were questions 
far more important to be disposed of; and there were 
genilemen on that floor who cared no more about 
Abolitionism than they did for the paring of his 
nail, and they would vote either way. And for 
what? To destroy the action of this House, for 
the purpose of disgracing this House and the party, 
and throwing the odium upon those who brougnt 
the late President into power. Bat our living Pre- 
sident would not be responsible for it. He hed 
been told, without mentioning names, that there 
are certain friends of the living President of the 
United States, made so by the act o God, and not 
so by the aid of his (Mr. M’.) constitueats, for they 
voted for Tip as sure as your are born, who have 
prophesied that this session would come to nothing, 
and that it was all humbuggery. 

(The Speaker called to order. Cries of “Goon, 
go on.”’] 

Mr. M. continued. He had szen in the Virgi- 
nia papers a remark that he had spoken too much 
already, when, in fact, he had said but very little. 
Now he had notrisen to speak from any vanity 
that he bad to gratify, nor from the attention which 
the House was pleased to bestow upon his remarks, 
as was manifested by the gathering around him of 
crowds of members. [Much laughter] He was 
periecily astonished that any gentlemen on that 
floor would wish to place Congress in the same 
situation in which it then was; and yet here was a 
minority voting to stop all its preceedings. ‘These 
men wou'd boast, when they got home, that they 
had done all they could do, per fxs aut nefas, to bal- 
fle the majority. Heavens and ear! had we 
reached this paint of affairs, no matter to what party 
we belonged, as representatives ot the American peo- 
ple? And had we come to this—that, no matter 
what measures were proposed here, the minority 
were determined to throw every obstacle in the 
way? And for what? To disgrace Congress and 
the country. 

Every gentleman present had taken the oath to 
support the Constitution and laws of the country; 
then he would ask how any man could sit there and 
act as he bad indicated, viz: to thwart, baffle, and 
bring disgrace, if possible, upon the party now in 
power, and that merely for the purpose of gaining 
a party triumph? God, in his infiaite mercy, for- 
bid such a state of things as this! Now, he would 
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say that if there was a proposition upon earth in 
which the gentleman from Virginia and the genile- 
man from Massachusetts conld agree, then he (Mr. 
M.) would go for it. (Laughter.] He would tell 
the gentieman from Massachusetts that he would 
forgive him if he wovld go along with him and 
assist in organizing this House. In the name 
of our common country, (said Mr. M.) let 
us postpone this Abolition question until the 
regular session in December next, when we 
will have ample time to discuss this and other 
important and exciting questions. And if the 
gentieman would ferego the further discussion of 
this question until that time, he would meet him 
upon it, and he had no doubt, notwithstanding all 
the learning and talent of the gentieman from 
Massachuset's, that he would defeat him on that 
occasion. Mr. T. would vote for this proposition 
or any other that would result in the organization 
of the House. 

Mr. WISE replied, but by request the publica- 
tion of his remarks is postponed until they shall 
have been revived) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana denied that the 
Democratic party was responsible for the disorgani- 
zaiion of this Llouse. Ttecould not be so, when 
the Whig paity was here in a majority of fifty. 
Geatlemen had here an illustration how dangerous 
it was to put together the odds and ends of all par- 
lics, Which, when once brought together, conld not 
be kept uuited for an hour. Let the Whig party 
destroy its majority by their proceedings, and then 
the Democratic party would stepin and set them 
an example of organization and attention to the 
public business. The Democratic party was bound 
together by principle, and if the majority would 
agree to retire from ihe Hall, that minority would 
organize the House without further delay. 

Mr. BROWN of Philadelphia rose to speak. 

Objection was made that Mr. B. had addressed 
the House tefore on the same question. 

And the Speaker deciding that under the parlia- 
mentary law the objection was a valid cne, gave 
the fleor to 
f Mr. CUSHING, who said that as a member of 
the Whig party on this floor, he accepted the im- 
putation of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Kennepy ] and which was about to be repeated by 
the gentieman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brown ] 
I say (continued Mr. C ) that it is our fault if this 
House be disurgadized. We are in the ma- 
jority—we have a majority of forty—and we 
are responsible to our country, to the Constitu- 
tion, and to our God, for the discharge of our 
duty here. Ii is our duty to proceed to the 


organization of the House, to the transaction 
of the business for which the country seat 
us here. And I appeai to the Whig party 


on this floor that they do their duty—that they act 
manfully and expeditiously, and that, howsover the 
House may orgauize, under whatever rules, or un- 
der no rules at all; for 1 am prepared, if this reso- 
lution be not adopied, to call upon the Speaker for 
the second reading of a bill fiom the Senate, now 
upon the table, and to move that we proceed with it 
under the parliamentary law. We can goon un- 
der that. We are a House, with a Spezker, Clerk, 
and officers; and wheth r we have rules or not js 
immateria!, We can proceed as tse Commons in 
England do. We can act upon bills by referring 
them to a Comunittee of the Whole onthe state of 
the Union, or to select committees, if there are no 
standing committees. And I am prepared, if the 
House cannot be organized under the proposition 
now before us, for the purpose of testing the ques- 
tion and enabling the country tosee whose fault it 
is that we do not go on with i's business, to call at 
once for the action of the House upon that bill 
under the parliamentary law. Once more I appeal 
to the Whig party, for party lines, I see, are now 
about to be drawn; I appeal to the Whig party, 
to the friends of the Administration—and I re- 
cognise but one, and that is the administration of 
John Tyler—that is the Administration, and I 
recognise no other in the United States at this 
time; I appeal wo the Administration party, to 
the friends of the administrauonof John Tyler, 
that at this hour they come to the rescue of their 
pountry, and organize the House, under whatever 
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rule«; because, if we do not, we shall ‘become, as 
we are now becoming, the langhing-steck, the 
scorn, the con'empt, of the prople of these United 
States. We shall become so—we are becoming 
so. And the time will come, if this House perse- 
veres Congress after Congress, (remembering that 
at the beginning of the last Congress we exhibited 
the ignominions spectacle of being thirty days in 
our organization, and that now again more than a 
fortnight hos been consumed in the same prelimi- 
nary process:) Tsay that if this spectacle is to be 
repeated Congress after Congress, and we are to 
hold ourselves up to the eyes of the American peo- 
ple and of the universe, 28 representatives of the 
people it is true, butas representatives incompetent 
to perform the dutics of Government, the time wi! 
come, the time musf come, when another Crom- 
well will be justified by the people in purging 
these halls. The time mast and will come when 
another Napoleon will say, as N«poleon did say to 
Le Fevre, in the time of the French Directory, 
“Join with me in saving our country;” and when 
the reply will be, as that of Le Fevre was, “Yes, 
jet us throw these advecates into the river:” for it 
is words, words, words, and nothing but words in 
this House. Once more [ entreat gentlemen to 
act, acd I will set the example by taking my seat. 

After some remarks from Mr. DAVIS of Ken- 
tucky and Mr. DAVIS of New York, 

Mr. STANLY took the floor. After speakine 
for some time asto what qnarter the disorganiza- 
tion of the House was attributable, during which 
he called those Democrats who voted for the 21st 
rule last Congress, “hypocritical wretches ;” 

Mr. BROWN of Philadetphia rose and asked 
the Speaker whether it was in erder to use such 
epithcis in debate; for, if it was, he might claim 
the privilece of using his shire of them hereafier 

Mr. STANLY apolog:zed to the House, if he 
said any thing wrong, and said the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania might take his share of them if he 
liked. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from North 
Caro!ina was not in order, to use such language. 

Mr.STANLY. Well, Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
say a word to the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Gitmer] He told us that, in this matter, “he 
knew no party.” Well, sir, upon several reatters 
of great importance no party knows that gentle- 
man. So,then, he and parties are stand about 
even. 

Here Mr. BRIGGS called to order. 

Weil, said Mr. Sranty,I will say a word to 
another Virginian, [Mr. Wise] I am olad to see 
my friend from Virginia—personal, not poliical 
friend, [ mean; for, afer his declaration, a few mi- 
nutes since, I do not recognise him asa_ political 
friend. I part with him; and,if he embarras‘es 
and opposes his friends as he has for the past fort- 
night, we had better not have his help. 

Mr. WISE said he had never been the political 
friend of that gentleman. 

Mr.S. Mr. Speaker, I think that a matter cf 
little consequence; but 1 have now excommunica- 
ted him first. 

Mr. J. L. WHITE of Indiana spoke in favor of 
the previous question, an! replied to remarks sub- 
mitted yesterday by Mr. Frovp of New York, in 
relation to the a‘lesed despotie abuse of that ques- 
tion. Hereplied also to the remarks of bis co!- 
league, [Mr. Kennepy,] and alluded to the polit- 
cal relations which he held in his Congressional dis- 
trict. 

Mr. RAYNER diselzimed the insinuation which, 
he said, was conveyed in thé remarks of the mem- 
ber from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusaine,] and called 
upon the Whigs to organ'ze the House 1n the man- 
ner in which it had been organized since the forma- 
tion of the Government. 

In reply to a remark of Mr. Srancy, Mr. R. re- 
matked that if he (Mr. R.) was now united with 
men who had differed with him heretofore, it was 
because he did not choose to desert the path of daty 
because other men who had heretofore differed with 
him might be found voting on his side. 

Mr, R. was proceeding to reply to other parts of 
Mr. Sranty’s remarks, but was called to order. 

Mr. GORDON of New York, protested, with 
much animation, against the course pursued by 








the Whig parity towards the minority during the 
last two weeks. He desired to know whether. be- 
cause one portion of the House happened to cute 
number the other, that was a snfficient reason for 
trampling upon them, and forcing, in the most 
arbitrary manner, the previous question upon them. 
What, said he, are men who have been sent here 
to represent their constiluenis, to be gagged, and 
cut off by such odious tyranny? he 

Mr. G. was here interrnpied by loud cries of 
“order” from the Whigs, bu in a very loud voice 
he said, he should persist in keeping the floor, 
which he did, until he had denounced the odious 
system of coercion in very strong language, 

The following is a brief out'ine of the remarks 
of Mr. G. after the attempt to drowa his voice by 
cries of *‘order:” 

He said, I feel bound, Mr. Speaker, to state 
briefly the reasons why I shall vote against the 
previous question, I regret that] am compelled 
to break si'ence on so narrow and restricted a ques- 
tion. But, sir, sentiments have been uttered here 
by members of the majority of this House from 
the North, on Aboliti-nism, ‘hat [ aiterly condemn 
and disapprove. I wish to answer them. I fee! 
bound to state the grounds of my opposition to this 
attempt to stifle debate, and to preventa fal! ex. 
pression of views and sentiments, after so much 
time has been spent in the discussion of the twenty- 
first rule, and so much has been said on one sice 
only. 

The reasons, then, why I shall vote against the 
previous question, are these. I shali vote against 
it because it is despotic and odious in its character 
at all times, having originated in a feeling kindred 
to that which gave rise to the sedition law, which 
for a long time marked, and the principle of which 
still merks, the poliucal division of pariies in this 
cointry. 

Again, sir, I shall vote against ihe previous ques- 
tion at this time, to the give minority on this floor an 
Opportunity to express for themselves their own 
sentimen’s, and the sentiments of the Democratic 
party at the North on Abolitionism, 

Be it remembered that the discussion of the 2lst 
ru'e, and all connected with or growing out of it, 
with one solitary exception, has been exclusively 
confined to, and engrossed by, members of the ma- 
jority here, while the minority have been wholly 
unable to obtain the floor, to participate in the de- 
bate. 

But, sir, so faras ihe Northern portion of the 
majority ia this House have spoken on this sub- 
ject of Abolitionism, I deny that they have uttered the 
sentiments of the Democratic party at the North. 
I wish to give to the.minority on this floor an op- 
portunity to speak for themselve:; to show to their 
brethren of the Scuth that the Democratic portion 
of the people at the North sympathize with them; 
that they understand the rights of the South under 
the guaran ees of the Constitution, and will not sut- 
fer those rights to be invaded. 

I shail vote against the previous question, to 
gain an opportunity to show to this House and to 
the nation that the division line between Abo'i- 
tionism and anti-Abolitionism is not Mason and 
D.xoa’s line—that the division, so far as the North 


_is concerned, is not a geographical, but a political 


divisivn. I desire an opportunity to show that ths 
majority.on this floor represent Abolitionism. Vote 
down the previous question, remove this gaw law 
of the House, and give me an opportuniif; and I 
pledge myself to prove to the House and to the 
South that Abolitionism at the North is a consti- 
tuent pact of that party represented by the majority 
on tais floor. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON said that he rose to 
trespass but a moment on the time of the House. 
In the present aspect of the question, and the scope 
of the debate which had been bad upon it, he felt 
it a duty to say a few words. 

No one was more anxious than himself that this 
debate should terminate; that this House should 
act upon propositions, and cease to debate them. 
No one regretied more than he did that confusion 
had so Jong exis'ed in the hall. No one was more 
anxious than himself to see order restored, and 
this House in a condition to progress wi'h 
regular legislation of the nation. He regret.ed, 
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also, that he could not vote to sustain the previous 
question, anxious as he was to see the vole taken 
upon it. He could not vote for it tecause, if sus- 
tained, it would force a vote upon a proposition 
which could not be amended; and, withott an 
amendment, he could not, with his principles and 
sense of high duty, vote tor it. 

He did not be’ieve that Congress had any power 
to abolish slavery in any State, or in this District. 
He believed that it was not only a violation of the 
Constitution to receive such inflammatory peli'ions 
on the subject, and to consider them, but that it 
was also a violation of the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion to entertain discussion in this hall upon such 
petitions. Therefore he could vote for no proposi- 
tion that entertained them. Should the previous 
question not be sustained, and he cou!d get the 
floor, he would move to reinstate the 21st rule of 
the last House, and would move the previous ques- 
tion upon it; for he was against ail further debate 
upon any proposition which might be submitted. 

He would not indulge in censure upon any por- 
tion of this House, nor upon portion of the South- 
ern Whigs or Northern anti-Administration mem- 
bers, nor upon either of the two national parties in 
this Hall. 

With the motives of members he had nothing to 
do—acting upon high responsibility himself, he was 
willing to believe that all others were governed by 
the best motives. * 

He was;constrained to say, also, that he could 
allow no members on this floor-to make issues for 
him, and every gentlemen should judge of his own 
sense of public duty. He authorized no one to 
speak for him. Hewou!'d stand where he had ever 
stood in this Hall. Let excitement rua high and 
wild, he trusted that it would not unsettle bis mind 
from its firm balance. Pressures on the right hand 
or on the left would not elbow him from what he 
regarded the path of principle and of duty. He 
had entered into no understanding, neither for the 
present nor the future; nor was he aware that any 
had cither been made or entertained. He should 
pursue his own course as he had always done, with- 
out asking who was on his right hand or his left. 
Those gentlemen who voted as he had voted, he 
had no doubt were animated by the same high mo- 
tives, standing upon principle, and acting for the 
good of the EHlouse and the nation. Gentlemen 
who were so anxious to maintain their own priaci- 
ples should not be astenished if others who differed 
with them were equally tenacious and firm of pur- 
pose. 

And he would conclude with one word for the 
consideration of those gentlemen who where in fa- 
vor of the question now before the Houve, and who 
were so eloquent in complaint of delay. Would 
they not be better tacticians if they would debate 
less? They complained of delay, and dic most of 
the speaking. He would inculcate his precept by 
example, and terminate bis remarks. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that he did not desire to 
prolong this debate, or to increase the excilement 
which existed in the House; but he could not sit 
entirely quiet under a charge which had been re- 
peatedly made against the Northern members, and 
against himself as one of them. It had been said 
by the honorable gentleman from North Caro!ina 
(Mr. Raynes] that the Northern members had re- 
fused to consent to the organization of the House 
until they had “‘glutted their vengeance” upon 
somebody or something. 

In relation to this charge, Mr. W. felt bound to 
remind the House, and to remind tke country of a 
Single fact: this House had once been organized. On 
Saturday evening, when we adjourned, we had 
rules—we had committees—we were entirely orga- 
nized, and ready to proceed to the discharge of the 
public gusiness. We had also, he would add, a 
resolution alrea ly adopted, under which Abolition 
petitions, together with all other petitions on sub- 
jects not referred toin the President’s message, 
were excluded from the House during the pre ent 
session. And now, how had it happened that we 
were disorganized again? Had Northern Whigs 
voted for such a step? Mr. W. left it fearlessly to 
the country to say, on an examination of the re- 


cord, who was responsible for such a state of 
things, 








Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana, replied to the re- 
marks of his colleague [Mr. J. L. Wnarre] in re- 
gard to his |[Mr. K’s] relation to his Congressional 
district, and gave a distinct answer to the interroga- 
to put to him by his colleage as to “what he was, 
and where he came from?” 

I came, said Mr. K. from the beantifal and free 
formed State of Indiana, which I cou'd almost call 
my native State, having grown up froma boy in 
that State, and having from my childhood lived 
always among those who sent me here. I doubt 
whether my colleague can say asmuch! I can 
say more: Ihave come from one of the largest, 
oldest, and most respectable districts of that State; a 
portion o® which district, although largely opposed 
to me in politics, long trusted their interests in the 
State Legislature to my hands, Such have been the 
tokens of respect and confidence extended to me by 
the people from whence I came. Can my colleague 
say as much? 

My colleague asks ‘how I came here?” 
tell bim. 


I will 


in my State. Yes, more: Ihave not only suc- 


ceeded by that majority over one, but I have suc- 
ceeded by that majority over two, of the most po- | 


pular men of the State of Indiana. And, said Mr. 
K. I have no doubt I could have beaten half a 
dozen just aseasy. (Roars of lauchter.) 


Ihope my colleague is now answered, said he, | 
(Re- | 


as to wherel am from, and how I came here. 
newed laughter. ) 

Now, said Mr. K, while I am up, J will just 
inform ithe House that 1 am not ignorant of where 


my colleague “comes from,” and “ how he got | 


here.” He knew that his colleague hailed from 


an old and respectable district, one, too, which had | 
been heretofore represented by able and worthy | 


men, saying nothing of its present representative! 
As to the manner in which my colleague got 
here, said Mr. K., I will only say that he came 


here with tears un his eyes, under the broad mantle | 


of popularity which covered,our lately deceased 
President. 


After some remarks from Mr. WELLER, in | 
opposition to the previous question, duriag which | 


he was called to order, leave was given to him to 
proceed to order. 

Whereupon Mr. WELLER said that he most 
respectfully declined to speak here by the permis- 
sion of the House; and as, if he went on, he might 
say something not very musical to the ears of the 


gentleman from Georgia, (Vr. Warren,] who had | 


objected to his proceeding without permission, he 
would respectiully take leave of the Soeaker and 
of the House for the present. 

And here the debate terminated. 


And the demand for the previous question was | 


seconded, 


Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House, | 


which was ordered. 

And the usual proceedings having been gone 
through, and 216 members answering to their 
names, al! further proceedings on the call, by a vote 
of yeas 122, nays 87, were suspended. 

And the question recurring on ordering the main 
question, 


Mr. GOGGIN inquired of the €pzaxcr whether, | 


if the House refused to sus’ain the call for the 
previous question, the subject would be taken 
from under the considefation of the House tor 
this day? 

Tne SPEAKER said that, under the parliamen- 
tary law, such would be the effecr. 

Mr. COLES asked ihe yeas and nays on order- 
ing the main question, which were ordered, and 
being taken, were:—yeas 113, nays 101. 

So the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered, and being 
taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycricg, Babcock, Baker, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Batts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 





I came here with a majority of over | 
fourteen hundred votes over one of the suongest men | 


(Roars of laughter.) | 
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Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
Garrett Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, Deberry, Joha 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. 
Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Greig, Ha- 
bersham, Hall, William S. Hastogs, Henry, 
Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Tivin, William 
W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Law- 
rence, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Ma- 
thiot, Mattocks, Maxwe}!, Maynard, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Owsley, Pendle- 
ton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randal!, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Sprigg, Stauly, Stokely, Strattcn, Swart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Tiip'ett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, and 
John Young—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Arrington, 
Atherton, Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, 
Brewster, A. V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, Wiliam Batler, Willam 0. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, 
Coles, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John B. Dawson, 
Dean, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 
Ferris, John G. Fioyd, Chas. A. Floyd, Furnance, 
Gerry, Gilmer, Wiliiam O. Goode, Gordon, Gra- 
ham, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 
H>otmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, In- 
gersoll, Jack, William C. Johnson, Cave Jobnson, 
Jobn W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Andrew 
Kennedy, King, Litilefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McCleilan, Robert McClellays, McKay, Mallory, 
Michaud, A, Marshall, J.'T. Mason, Mathews, 
Medi!l, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, 
Parmenter, Partiidge, Payne, Pickens, Piumer, 
Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, Sol- 
lers, Seenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Turney, Van 
Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
James W. Wiiliams, Wise, and Wood—103. 

So the House resolved that all the rules and or- 
ders of the last House of Representatives, not su- 
perseded by any rule.or resolution adopied at the 
present session and now im force, be, and the same 
are hereby, adopted for the r:gulation of the House 
at the present session; and that the Select Commit- 
tee upon the rules, hereiofure raised, proceed to 
revise and amend the rules hereby adopted, and 
that they have leave to report at all times, 

Mr. STANLY rose and said that the House 
was now nearly organized; one more vote and the 
organization would be completed bey ond the power 
of any gentlemen ‘o disturb it. To secure that 
obj:c', he moved a reconsideration of the vote just 
laken, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS demanied the pre- 
vious qnestion; which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered. 

And the main question (being on the reconside- 
ration) was taken, and decided in the negative 
withouta division, 

So the vote was not reconsidered. 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay June 17, 1841. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of 
citizens of New York, in favor of the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; 

And a memorial from citizens of Millersburgh, 
Ohio, for a similar object; which were respective. 
ly referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. MERR!CK presented a memoria! from the 
directors of the Union Bank of Georgetown, pray- 
ing for an extension of time to wiad up its con- 
cerns; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

Mr. BUCHANAN submitted the following, 
he would ask to lie on the table and be printed: 

Resolved, That the President of the Uni‘ed States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the 
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Senate a list of ail the removals from office or 
ety employment of any kind whatsoever which 

ave been made by himself, or by the, Secretaries 
of Staie, of the Treasury, of War, of the Navy, 
respectively, or by the Postmaster General or At- 
torney General, or under the authority of either, 
since the 4th day of March last, stating therein 
particularly the names of the persons removed, and 
the names of those appointed; and that he be fur- 
ther requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Senate a list of a!l the removals from office or pub- 
lic employment of any kind whatsoever which have 
been made since the 4th day of March last by the 
different Colleotors of Customs or other officers, 
whose removals @nd appointments are submitted to 
the Secretary of the Treasury for confirmation, 
Stating therein particularly the names otf the per- 
sons removed, and the names of those appointed; 
and that he be further requested to cause to be 
communicated to the Senate a list of all the remo- 
vals from office or public employment of any kind 
whatsoever made by the deputy Postmasters 
throughout the United States, whose compensation 
amounts to $2,000 and upwards, per annum, stat- 
ing therein particularly the names of the persons 
removed and the names of those appointed. 

SURVEY OF THE COAST OF MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following re- 
solution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to inform the Senate whether or not the 
survey of the coast from Apalachicola bay to the 
mouth of the Mississippi river, as directed by the 
7th section of the act of Congress of July 20, 1840, 
has been executed, and, ifso, that he communicate 
to the Senate the report made thereon. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN TENNESSEE, 


Mr. NICHOLSON submitted the following re- 
solution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the_ expediency of 
amending the bill to distribute the proceeds of the 
public lands by providing— 

That in fall satisfaction of the claims of the 
State of Tennessee for her failure to obtain the ad- 
vantages and immuniti.s of the citizens ef the 
Northwestern Territory, which was secured to her 
by the act of cession by North Carolina, and sub- 
sequent acis of Congress, and in full satisfaction 
of any claim she may have, or hereaiter may have, 
for her services in surveying, settling and perfect- 
ing titles to the public lands remaining unsold in 
her limits, the United States relinquishes to the 
said State all the proceeds of the sales of said Jands, 
after satisfying all the claims of the officers and 
soldiers of the State of North Carolina as provided 
for in the act passed on the — day of February, 
1841, entitled an act further to amend an act enti- 
tled an act to authorize the State of Tennessee to 

rfect titles to the vacant and unappropriated 

nds within her limits. 
THE POTOMAC PRIDGE. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following reso- 
Jution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to communicate to the Senate 
any information in his possession relative to the 
causes which have led to ihe delay in the repairs of 
the Potomac Bridge. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the 
President of the United States, transmitting reports 
of the Secretary of State in compliance with a 
resolution of the 12h instant, calling for orders 
sent to officers of the Army and Navy, 
&c. in relation io political interference in elec- 
tions, &c. 

Also, in compliance with a resolution of the same 
date, a copy of the instructions to the Commission- 
ers to investigate the public works in the city of 
Washington. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in compliance with a resolution of the 8th 
instant calling for the amount of Treasury notes 
issued prior te the 4th day of March last, &c. 

These communications were severally laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

‘BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 
The bill to revive and extend the act for the in- 


corporation of the banks in the District of Colum- 
bia was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. EVANS said it was probable that this bill 
would give rise to an extended discussion, and 
would interfére with the special order. He hoped, 
therefore, that the bill would be laid over until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. MERRICK had no expectation that any 
protracted debate would occur on this bill, but as 
he did not wish to interfere with ihe special order, 
he would consent to its postponement with the un- 
derstanding that it should be taken up to-morrow 
and disposed of. 

CONDITION OF THE FINANCES. 

Mr. EVANS, who was entitled to the floor, 
replied at great length to the remarks of Mr. 
Wooprcry. 

Mr. WRIGHT, after a few preliminary obser- 
vations in reference to the remarks of the Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] and all that had been 
said about the great and extraordinary proofs 
which were to be given to the public, of the ex- 
travagance and wasteful expenditure of the late 
Administration, proceeded to show the failure of 
those proofs in the document in which they were to 
be expected—the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The moment the party which had 
vaunted of those proofs became the party in 
power, the late Administration was charged with 
having plunged the country deeply and dangerously 
in debt. One of the objects of this discussion is 
to ascertain the truth or falsity of that charge. If 
it is a fact, let the country have it. Up to 
this day the charge has been of extrava- 
gance and reckless expenditure. Now, it is 
asserted by the Senator from Maine that the 
late Administration is obnoxious to the charge of 
parsimony and niggardly forbearance in expendi- 
ture; almost to an extent to merit impeachment. 
These various and contradictory complaints fall 
in such rapid succession, that it is evident some of 
them must be without foundation; which, he would 
not pretend to say. With regard to the power of 
the late Secretary of the Treasury, either to exceed 
or restrain necessary expenditures, he (Mr, 
Wriaar) should suppose that as an Executive offi- 
cer he was bound by two considerations, both 
limited by the will and power of Congress, 
One of these must be its measures of appro- 
priation; and the other iis measures of far- 
nishing means to meet those appropriations, 
He had till now supposed that the Secretary of the 
Treasury was not to be arraigned if he manifested 
a disposition to expend the means in his hands 
on the objects for which those means had been ap- 
propriated. The Senator, in his remarks, accuses 
the late Secretary of the Treesury of having kept 
his Department miserably poor—and that, too, at 
the very time he is accused of extravagant expen- 
diture. But he has not shown what power he had 
to do otherwise. Congress supplies means to the 
Treasury. Those means are proportioned to 
the demands on the Department. Now, it 
may so happen that, .after the adjournment 
vf Congress, the officer in charge ot that De- 
partment finds that the means furnished will not 
meet the demands upon him. What is his daty? 
He has but two courses of action—either to apply 
the means he has, as far as they will go, and wait 
for the next meeting of Congress to supply the de- 
ficiency, or, if delay cannot be admitted, to make 
a call of Congress to provide for the exigency. The 
difference between the late Administration and the 
present is this: that with which he (Mr. Wriaxrt) 
acted, thousht it was its duty to employ the mrans 
carefully and discreetly, as far as they would go. 
That with which the Senator from Maine acts, 
now, with means to cover all expenditures till the 
ordinary session of Congress, issues its summons to 
call an extra session. Time has elapsed, and we 
are told that the Administration is disappointed 
that the means ef the year are not as large as ex- 
pected for the objects of the year. Yet we are 
called together to increase the difficulty by the ex- 
pense of an extra session, the real object of which 
is, to establish an institafion for which a subscrip- 
tion of millions must be raised; and, to make room 
for it, to repeal the constitutional agency of the Go- 
vernment without a fair test of its efficacy. 





With these preliminary remarks, forced from 
him by the very able argument he had heard from 
the Senator from Maine, in answer to the 
powerful and convincing exposition of the Senator 
from New Hampshire, he (Mr. Waist) propossd 
to address himself technically to the Secretary of 
the Treasury’s report, and see how far the Secre- 
tary’s conclusions are justified by his arguments, 
The Secretary seems in that report to be endeavor. 
ing to support four positions; 

First—that the means of the Treasury cannot 
supply its demands, and therefore the action of 
Congress is called for to make good the apprehend- 
ed deficiency. 

Seconp—that there is an existing debt—a debt 
of such magnitude as to require to be funded by 
authority of Congress; and he gives as his opinion 
that it cannot be paid in a shorter period than eight 
years; and therefore it should be made a funded 
debt. 

Tuirp—that our current revenue is insufficient 
for our current expenses; and therefore Congress 
should increase it for that purpose. 

Fourta—that a system of new taxationis called 
for, the purpose of which is to enable Congress to 
give away an existing branch of permanent re- 
venue, 

To see how far the Secretary of the Treasury 
establishes these positions, it would be necessary to 
go in detail into figures. This he (Mr. Waicur) 
knew was dry and tedious; but he hoped the 
investigation would reward the patience of the 
Senate. First, the Secretary of the Treasury in 
his report, puts down the outstanding appro- 
propriations on the 4th of March—and here, he, ° 
(Mr. W.) would premise that he meant by that 
date, generally, the beginning of this Admiuistra- 
tion—at $33,429,616 50. He (Mr. W.) cared not 
whether the Secretary was or was not right in the 
sums he assumes, or whether he includes Treasury 
notes as outstanding or not. On turning to the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Senate, he found the 
entire appropriations forthe year 1841, excluding 
those for the Post Office Department, $18,381,197 
41. Take this eigateen millions—speaking in 
round numbers—from the ouistanding appropria- 
tions on the 4th of March, and the balance will be 
$15,048,419 09—almost as much as the entire reves 
nue of the whole year. 

It must be kept in mind that two months of the 
year had passed by, and that the appropria'ions of 
the year ought to be proportionably diminished. 
The Secratary says, that from this $33,000,000 he 
requires $24,210,000 for the appropriations of this 
year—that is, for the service of the remainiag ten 
months of the year. ‘That shows the balance of 
outstanding appropriations on the Ist of January, 
1842, will amount to $9,219,616 50—very near 
he average of outstanding appropriations—all thi s 
ime including Treasury notes. He will then, if 
he suceceds, in the ‘en months, to reduce the ba 
lance of outstanding appropriations to that amount, 
have expended $5,828,005 25 ot old appropria- 
tions, in addition to the appropriations for the ser- 
vice of 1841. 

This could not fail of satisfying him (Mr. 
Wriaut) that the Secretary of the Treasury was 


+ not conversant with the affairs of the Department. 


He had assumed as the sum he would expend be- 
tween the 4th of March and 3lst of December, 
1841, an amount which he cannot in that time ex- 
pend profitably to the country. He gives the ex- 
penditure from the Ist to the 4th of March, at 
$4,627,166 64. From March to June the expen- 
ditures were only two millions. This shows that 
in the three days from the first to the fourth of 
March, the expenditures were very heavy. As- 
suming that this was the expenditure of the two 
months, and taking it as an average, it would be 
for the year twenty-seven millions. The werner d 
says that in the ten months remaining he™will ex- 
pend twenty-four millions, which shows that he as- 
sumes that average. [Here Mr. Wricnut entered 
more at large into details of the assumed duo- 
monthly expenditures.] It should be remarked that 
for the first two monihs Congress was in session, 
and the expenses were consequently greater. 
Besides, the semFannual payments on the pen- 
sion list were to come out of the Treasury 








